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Reminders 
Friday 28 Feb 
 Division Swimming 

Carnival 

 Yr 4 – 6 Reconciliation 

Tuesday 4 Mar 
 Shrove Tuesday Liturgy @ 10.30am 

Wednesday 5 Mar 
 Foundation Rest Day 

 Ash Wednesday Mass @ 9.15am 

Friday 7 Mar 
 Assembly @ 2.45pm – 6R presenting 

Monday 10 Mar 
 Labour Day Public Holiday 
Tuesday 11 Mar 
 Foundation students attend full time 

 Regional Swimming Sports 

Friday 21 Mar 
 Caritas K’s 

 Assembly @ 2.45pm – 6M presenting 

Thursday 27 Mar 
 School Photos  

Friday 28 Mar 
 School Photos 

Wednesday 2 Apr 
 Pupil Free Day – Behaviour Curriculum 

PD 
 

 
 
Tuckshop 2025 – Term 1 
 

Week 5 

Fri 28 Feb 
12.30 – 3pm Joelene McSwain 
   Simone Edgley 
   Teghan Gregg 
   Kate Rupe 
 

Week 6 

Thurs 6 Mar 
12.30 – 3pm Lara Moore 
Fri 7 Mar 
12.30 – 3pm Dave Kerr 
   Kenji Jackson 
   Natalie Taffe 
 

Week 7 

Thurs 13 Mar 
12.30 – 3pm Sarah Longford 
Fri 14 Mar 
12.30 – 3pm Verity Nicholson 
   Jess McKinley 
   Julie Palmer 
 

 
 

Weekend Maintenance 
 
1-3 Mar Morcombe (Fdn W) 
 Neilsen (5M) 
 
8-9 Mar Stubbins (5ZS) 
 Wright (4S) 
 
15-16 Mar Tuckerman (3D) 
 Wallis (1R) 
 
22-23 Mar Roberts (FdnW) 
 MacKenzie (1M) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“True progress quietly and persistently moves along 
without notice.” 

St Francis of Assisi 
Dear Families,  
  
Ash Wednesday and Shrove Tuesday will be celebrated next week by 
our school community. Both days are significant in the Christian 
calendar, marking the start of Lent. Shrove Tuesday, or Pancake Day, 
is the final day before Lent—a period of feasting and enjoying rich 
foods in preparation for fasting.   
 
On Ash Wednesday, Christians receive ashes on their foreheads, 
symbolizing repentance and mortality. This day encourages 
reflection, self-examination, and commitment to spiritual renewal. The 
contrast between the festive atmosphere of Shrove Tuesday and the 
solemnity of Ash Wednesday underscores the journey from 
indulgence to introspection, reminding believers of the importance of 
humility, sacrifice, and inner growth during Lent.  
  

Prayer:  

As we begin Lent on Ash Wednesday, 

let's seek guidance and support. 

Help us embrace humility, reflection, and renewal. 

May we grow closer to our values and find strength in 

kindness and supporting those around us. 

Let's walk this spiritual journey together, 

united in purpose and love. 

Amen 

 

 

 

 

“To Live, Learn and Grow in God’s Love” 

Newsletter No. 3 – Feb 27, 2025 
(Term 1 – Week 5) 

 

ST. FRANCIS OF THE FIELDS 

The Jaara people are the traditional custodians of the land on which we live.  They have lived here for thousands of years. 

We commit to working for Reconciliation and justice for all Aboriginal people and to learning more about the Jaara 

 

people. 
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Traffic safety  
Thank you to all parents who are assisting with our school safety by stopping and waiting 
for our children to cross the road at the end of each day. I have asked the children to 
cross only with the supervising teacher.  
 
I have noticed that several cars are travelling quite quickly down the gravel driveway near 
the Assisi Kindergarten car park. Our precious little children may step out mistakenly onto 
the road and parents may be unable to stop in time. I ask that parents exit our school 
slowly to ensure all children remain safe.   
  

Shrove Tuesday  
Next Tuesday our school will hold the Burning of the Palms, in preparation for Ash Wednesday and our 
Lenten journey. All parents and guardians are invited to join with their children at 10.30am for a short, 15-
minute liturgy on the school basketball court.   
  

Ash Wednesday  
All parents and guardians are welcome to join our school community for our Ash Wednesday Liturgy (not 
Mass) at 9.15am in the shed when we hope it is a little cooler.   
  

Parents & Friends Meeting  
Our next P & F meeting will be held on Thursday 20 March at 7.30pm in the staff room. All parents are 
most welcome to attend.  
  

School Photographs  
I am informing families that our school photographs will be held on March 27 & 28. Hopefully this early 
notification will ensure attendance of all students. Please ensure all children are dressed in their full summer 
uniform (NOT Sports uniform) on BOTH days.  
  
Unique image codes will be issued to all students on/after photo day so families can register online to view 

images when they become available in the web shop. Registration is simple, 
just follow the 3 simple steps on your child’s personalised flyer once you 
receive it and remember to add the codes for all your children attending this 
school. Even if you registered last year, it’s important that you re-register again 
this year using your child’s 2025 image code to link their images for the current 
year with your contact details.  

 
 
Christ has no hands but yours.  
 
 
 
 
Tim Moloney 

Principal 
 

 
 

 

Weekend Maintenance 

Term 1 
5 01-03-25  02-03-25 Morcombe (Fdn W), Nielsen (5M) 

6 08-03-25  09-03-25 Stubbins (5ZS), Wright (4S)   (Labour Day Weekend)  

7 15-03-25  16-03-25 Tuckerman (3D), Wallis (1R) 

8 22-03-25  23-03-25 Roberts (Fdn W), MacKenzie (1M) 

9 29-03-25  30-03-25     Turpie (5ZS), Wingrave (6Z) 
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Learning and Teaching 

NAPLAN 2025 – Year 3 & 5 students only.  
The National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) is a Literacy and Numeracy 
assessment that students in Years 3 & 5 at our school sit each year.  It is the only national assessment all 
Australian students have the opportunity to undertake.  It is important to check how well our students are 
learning the essential skills of reading, writing and numeracy.  NAPLAN is just one aspect of our school’s 
assessment and reporting process.  It does not replace ongoing assessments made by the classroom 
teacher about student performance, but it can provide teachers with more information about students’ 
educational progress.  This year the NAPLAN test window starts on Wednesday, 12 March 2025 and 
finishes on Monday, 24 March 2025.  
 
Our teachers will work with parents/carers and students to identify, on a case-by-case basis, reasonable 
adjustments required for individual students to access NAPLAN.   Please discuss any NAPLAN concerns 
with your child’s classroom teacher.  It is important to discuss any concerns before the NAPLAN test window 
begins.  
It is also important to note that students are not expected to study for NAPLAN.  You 
can support your child by letting them know that NAPLAN is a part of their school 
program and reminding them to simply do their best. Teachers will ensure students 
are familiar with the types of questions in the tests and will provide appropriate 
support and guidance.  
Year 3 and 5 families will receive further information in the coming weeks.  
If you have any concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me via email or phone.  
 
Grace Scalora  
Deputy Principal – Learning and Teaching Leader.  
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Pastoral Wellbeing    

 

SPECIAL REPORT: Resilience  

School TV 
 

 
 

Resilience is one of those skills that all kids need and should have. It refers to their ability to cope 

and adapt in situations when confronted with challenges such as adversity, trauma, tragedy, or even 

stress. It is essential to their mental health and wellbeing as part of their journey to adulthood. It is 

a skill that can be learned from an early age through the support of an adult role model.  

However, being resilient does not mean your child won't experience any difficulties, but it will better 

equip them to manage those situations. Over-protective parenting can be viewed as being unhelpful 

towards the building of resilience. Although this may be a natural instinct, potentially experiencing 

failure is all part of the process. Encouraging children to take healthy risks will help them trust their 

capacity to deal with uncomfortable situations and increase their capacity for courage.  

In this edition of SchoolTV, parents will gain an understanding of how to support their child’s brave 

behaviour to help them adapt and build resilience.  

We hope you take time to reflect on the information offered in this edition of SchoolTV and we always 

welcome your feedback. If you have any concerns about your child, please contact the school 

counsellor for further information or seek medical or professional help.  

Here is the link to the Resilience edition of SchoolTV 

https://sfstrathfieldsaye.catholic.schooltv.me/newsletter/resilience  

If you do have any concerns about the wellbeing of your child, please contact the school for 

further information or seek medical or professional help.  

Luke Freeman  

Behaviour, Wellbeing and Safeguarding Leader  
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RE News…. 
 
Year 4-6 Lenten Reconciliation:  
For us Catholics, Lenten Reconciliation is an essential part of the spiritual journey during 
the season of Lent, the 40-day period leading up to Easter. It is a time for believers to 
reflect on their lives, seek forgiveness, and renew their relationship with God.  
 
Tomorrow, the Year 4-6 students will be participating in this sacrament of Reconciliation. 
This allows students to reflect on their behaviour, ask for forgiveness, and set ways to 
improve before entering the period of Lent.  

 
Shrove Tuesday – 4th March:  

Shrove Tuesday is the day before Lent starts and has a special meaning for Catholics. 
It's also called "Pancake Day" because people make and eat lots of pancakes to use 
up all the rich ingredients like eggs, milk, and sugar. This is because Lent, which 
begins the next day on Ash Wednesday, is a time when many Catholics give up certain 
foods and treats to prepare their hearts and minds for Easter.  
 
On Shrove Tuesday, Catholics also think about being kind, saying sorry for any wrong 
things they've done, and asking for forgiveness. It's a fun day with family and friends, 

cooking pancakes, and getting ready for the solemn time of Lent, which leads up to the celebration of Easter 
when Jesus rose from the dead.  
 
This coming Tuesday, the students will be receiving pancakes in their classrooms, followed by a liturgy for 
us as a Catholic community to prepare ourselves for Easter.  

 
Ash Wednesday – 5th March:  
Ash Wednesday is a significant day for Catholics and many other Christian denominations. It marks the 
beginning of Lent, a 40-day period of fasting, prayer, and penance leading up to Easter.  
 
On Ash Wednesday, believers attend a special church service where they receive ashes 
on their foreheads in the shape of a cross. The ashes come from burned palm branches 
from the previous year's Palm Sunday. The priest or special minister usually says, 
"Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return," reminding people of their 
mortality and the need for repentance.  
 
The ashes are a symbol of penance and a reminder to live a life more aligned with Christian 
values. It's a day for reflecting on one's actions, seeking forgiveness, and committing to 
personal and spiritual growth during the Lenten season.  
This coming Wednesday, we will be celebrating the liturgy of Ash Wednesday as a school community in the 
shed.  

 
Preparation program for Baptism - RCIC  
St Therese’s Parish will soon be offering this year’s Rite of Christian Initiation of Children (RCIC) 
program.  This is a program for children who are aged 6 or older who, along with their families, are seeking 
Baptism.  The program will consist of three approximately 45minute sessions, that will be held at St 
Therese’s church, beginning in early March. 
For more information, or to register, please contact the Parish on 5443 3337, or email Sally Jennings on 
kpsacraments@outlook.com 

 

 
Dave Waters 
Catholic Identity Leader 
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PE News 

Upcoming Sporting Dates 
• Divisional Swim Sports- Friday 28th Feb  

• Regional Swim Sports- Tuesday 11th March 

• St Francis Cross Country – Friday 4th April – 9-11am at St Francis 

• State Swimming Sports- Tuesday 29th April  

• Division Cross Country – Friday 16th May (for Yr 3-6’s qualifying on from our 

school cross country) 

 
Catholic Swimming Sports 

On Wednesday 19/2, we had 38 students compete at the Catholic 

swimming championships. It was a great day, with amazing 

competition and sportsmanship shown by our beautiful students. 

Thank you to Mr Freeman, Mrs Exell, Mrs Bone & Mrs Zealley for 

your assistance and well done to our children who continually 

demonstrate exemplary behaviour in and out of school.  

  

A big congratulations to: Milanke Haasbroek & Darcy Kanzamar who won our year 6 best 

contributor medals. 

 

Top 3 Results 

Freestyle 

Milanke Haasbroek- 2nd   

Josh Rodda- 1st  

Eloise Rodda- 3rd  

Bella Hope- 3rd 

Lucy Fidler- 3rd 

Record - Sebastian Rodda- 1st 

Fleur Mulling- 1st  

  

Breaststroke 

Joshua Rodda- 1st  

Elke Cowan- 2nd  

Sienna Royden- 3rd 

Gus Arundell- 1st 

Madeline Bridge- 1st  

  

Backstroke 

Milanke Haasbroek- 2nd 

Nash McMaster- 3rd  

Eloise Rodda- 1st  

Bella Hope- 3rd  

Madison Besiroglu- 3rd  

Record - Sebastian Rodda- 1st 

Charlie Rodda- 1st 

  

Butterfly 

Milanke Haasbroek- 1st 

Josh Rodda- 1st 

Eloise Rodda- 2nd 

Sebastian Rodda- 1st 

Sienna Royden- 3rd  

 

Relays 

Boys Open Medley- 3rd  Darcy Kanzamar, Sebastian Rodda, Joshua Rodda, Nash Dickson  

Girls Open Medley- 2nd  Milanke Hassebroek, Bella Hope, Mackenzie Jackson, Eloise Rodda  

12/13 Boys- 3rd   Jude Place, Elliot Kelly, Darcy Kanzamar, Nash Dickson  

12/13 Girls- 2nd   Mackenzie Jackson, Layla Hand, Makayla Jackson, Milanke Haasbroek   

11 Boys- 2nd   Quade Baker, Max Nielsen, Iden Lau, Joshua Rodda  

11 Girls- 1st    Bella Hope, Anna Bridge, Lotti Childs, Eloise Rodda   

10 Boys- 3rd   William Campbell, Banjo Place, Xavier Hogan, Sebastian Rodda  

10 Girls- 1st   Lucy Fidler, Sienna Royden, Jasmine Marshall, Harper Lockhart  

Open Free Medley- 3rd  Darcy Kanzamar, Milanke Haasbroek, Sebastian Rodda, Joshua Rodda  

mailto:office@sfstrathfieldsaye.catholic.edu.au
http://www.sfstrathfieldsaye.catholic.edu.au/


 

PH: 5439 3191 EMAIL:  office@sfstrathfieldsaye.catholic.edu.au 7 
 HOME PAGE: www.sfstrathfieldsaye.catholic.edu.au 

Regional Little Athletics Championships 

Last weekend we had several children compete in the Regional Little Athletics Championship in 

Albury. Congratulations to both of our children on their wonderful performances.  

All the very best to those heading off to the State championships in March.  

  

Results  

• Airlie Intamanon- 7th 400m/ 6th 800m/ 4th 1100m Walk/ 9th Long Jump  

• Ada Emmerson- 5th 200m/ 3rd 400m/ 3rd 800m/ 3rd 80mh/ 6th Long Jump  

• Elliot Kelly- 5th 100m/ 6th 1500m/ 7th Triple Jump  

• Adelaide Ciancio- 2nd 70m/ 1st 100m/ 6th 200m/ 2nd High Jump/ 3rd Long Jump  

• Milanke Haasbroek- 1st 1500m  

• Tilly Stewart- 9th 100m/ 4th Discus/ 10th Long Jump/ 5th Shot Put/ 8th Triple Jump  

  

  

 

 
 

Modern Pentathlon 

Last weekend, Milanke competed in the Modern Pentathlon in Ballarat. 

She was awarded the U13 Female Modern Pentathlon Victorian 

Champion. She was 1st in the swim, 2nd in the laser run (the run was 

exceptionally strong! With accuracy on the laser gun being her work on) 

and 1st in the obstacle course.  

  

Fencing was an introduction and mini competition, but 

it wasn't scored. It looked fun! They even had a woman 

that went to Paris Olympics help them out. Milanke had a 

great time and is keen to try it again.  

  

She will now compete at the Australian Laser Run Championship in March.  

  

Wowee!! Is there anything she can’t do?! Go Milanke!! All the very best at the Australian 

Championship.  

 
 

Running/ Cross Country Preparation 

Each Monday recess and Wednesday lunchtime, we will be offering the students an opportunity to improve their 

running capacity. We aim for these to be short, but effective. We hope to see more students join over the 

coming weeks! Students are encouraged to check the PE notice board outside the shed for any changes.  
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Tetrathlon 

Last weekend Ned Bowe attended the Pony Club Victoria State Tetrathlon Championships in Ballarat. Tetrathlon 

consists of a swim, shoot, horseback ride (jumping) and running phase. Ned tried hard in all 

his events to come 2nd in the sub junior boys (10-12yrs). He is going to apply for the State 

Team to compete at the Nationals in October at Werribee.  

  

Absolutely fantastic Ned!! Well done and all 

the best with the State team application.  

  

  

 

 

 
  

Bike Riding  

During the school holidays Winter-rose won a wheel race at the Bendigo Christmas 

carnival. 

 

 

 
 

 

PE Awards:  

Each assembly week, we present a tuck shop award.  

The criteria for receiving these awards is very straightforward. Students demonstrating outstanding 

sportsmanship, effort and attitude will be the prime candidates for these awards.   

  

Congratulations - Week 5 awardee’s 

Hayley McKee & Indie Marshall 

**You will receive your awards at the next assembly  

 

 

Sporting News 
Parents, if you have sporting news that should be shared in the newsletter, please send through a write up and 

picture to: dcoates@sfstrathfieldsaye.catholic.edu 

 
 
Danielle Coates- 
PE coordinator  
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Science News….. 

Women In Science Day 

To celebrate the role of women scientists, we ran some lunch time 

activities. The Grade 1 and 2’s made foil boats and tested them to see if 

they could hold a pair of Barbie’s shoes. LOTS of children came and 

excitedly participated in the challenge. 

 

 

 

 

The Grade 3-6’s had the task of making a foil boat and seeing how many shoes of Barbie’s could be 

held. Well done to Jack from Grade 3 with boat built totally different in design to everyone else! 

His boat held a total of 29 shoes! Second place went to Maggie, Amelia and Eloise from Grade 5 with 

their boat holding 24 shoes and third place went to Pippa of Grade 3 with 23 shoes. 
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We had a go at making sugar and salt crystals in 

Gr 3 to observe the repetitive pattern that 

crystals make. Children worked in small groups 

to set up the experiment and will make 

observations over the week to see how they 

form. 

 

 
 

The Grade 4’s have been learning about the forces of Friction and Gravity over the last couple of 

weeks. This week they tried to defy Gravity by making paper helicopters using paper and a paperclip. 

Professor Mack and Audrey took it to the next level and tried to replicate the helicopter blades in a 

bigger size without a template! Success! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Science at Home: Pencil tomorrow night as a star gazing night! 

Seven planets will align on Friday, Feb. 28, 2025. This event is known as an 

alignment. The planets are always actually lined up, but we just can't see them 

all at once. The planets are always in a line called an ecliptic – the plane where 

they orbit the Sun. 

 
Emma Jensen & Jess Widdicombe 

Science teachers 
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OASIS News….. 

At the beginning of this term, Monash 
University came to our school to teach 
the students about Software 
Engineering. The program aims at 
getting more female students into 
engineering as a career. 

The students were given a robot and tasks to manipulate the robot 
according to the commands that the students would enter. IT was a great deal of fun and I 
hope that some of the kids saw this as an opportunity to pursue engineering as a career. 
 

OASIS Incursion Report - By Daniel and Bailey 
Last Wednesday all the grade sixes went into the amphitheatre to 
learn about engineering! We learnt about Software Engineering, 
Mechanical Engineering, Civil engineering and more. We did lots of 
activities with the robots that Monash University had created, and 
we had lots of fun using the. 

 

Matt Butcher 
Environmental & Sustainability Teacher 

 

Year Level – Term 1 Unit Newsletter links 

 
Foundation - Term 1 

 
Year 1 - Term 1 

 
Year 2 - Term 1 

 

Year 3 - Term 1 
 

Year 4 - Term 1 
 

Year 5 - Term 1 
 

Year 6 - Term 1 

 
 

 

Scholastic Book Club 
The Issue #2 catalogues will be sent home with children tomorrow, Friday 28 Feb.  
Orders are due by Friday 14 March. Please complete orders using the LOOP 
ordering system. We will not be accepting any cash payments at school.  
****** If your order is a gift, please let us know and we will hold it in the office for 
you to collect. 

 
 

YMCA – After School Care 
 
The YMCA operates an After-School Care Program at St 
Francis of the Fields Primary School. The program operates 
every school day for children aged 5-12 years.  
 

The YMCA also provides care on days of school closure.  
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CDF pay - New Ordering App 
CDFpay has now moved to a more user-friendly app format. Please follow the 
instructions to download and set up your account.  
 
A reminder that tuckshop orders need to be completed by 9am on the day of 
ordering. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Frank’s Little Friends Playgroup 
Every Monday during the school terms. 
9:00am – 10.30am. 
Gathering in the Community Centre 
Please see our FB group “Franks Little Friends” for updates. 
All welcome! 
 
 

 

Parking & Safety Around School 
 
Parking Services from the City of Greater Bendigo have contacted our school to request that we share the 
following important information with our school community. 
  
The illegal parking of vehicles near our school poses a significant safety risk to children, pedestrians, and 
other road users. Parents are reminded to follow all parking restrictions when dropping off and collecting 
children to help ensure a safe environment for everyone. 
 
Motorists must: 

• Not stop in "No Stopping" areas, even briefly, regardless of whether the engine is running. 
• Not park next to a continuous yellow edge line, on nature strips, over driveways, too close to school 

crossings, or double park. 
• Observe time-restricted parking zones, such as 2-minute pick-up/drop-off areas, which are in 

place to maintain traffic flow and safety near schools. 
• Not perform U-turns over an unbroken or continuous dividing line. 

  
Regarding children’s crossings, the law requires drivers to approach at a speed that allows them to stop 
safely if needed. Please slow down and take extra care when driving in school zones. 

  
City of Greater Bendigo Parking Officers and Bendigo Police conduct random patrols 
throughout the school year at various locations to ensure compliance with Road Safety 
Road Rules. 
  
Thank you for your cooperation in keeping our school community safe. 

 
 

Community News…. 
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