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Reminders 
Friday 23 June 
 Vinnies Winter Appeal – 

Casual Clothes Day 

 Assembly @ 1.00pm - 5ZC to present 

 End of Term 2. Finish @ 2.30pm 
Monday 10 July 
 Start of Term 3 
Thursday 13 July 
 State Cross Country 

Friday 21 July 
 Fdn BW & Fdn M Mass @ 11.45am 

Monday 24 July 
 St Francis Athletic Sports Yr 3-6 9.30am – 

2.30pm 

Thursday 27 July 
 Yr 2 Grandparents Mass @ 11.45am 

Friday 28 July 
 PUPIL FREE DAY – NCCD/Wellbeing Staff 

PD 

Monday 31 July 
 Learning Conversations  

Tuesday 1 August 
 Learning Conversations  

Wednesday 2 August 
 Learning Conversations  

Thursday 3 August 
 Learning Conversations  

Friday 4 August 
 Learning Conversations  

 Fdn D & Fdn A Mass @ 11.45am 

 

 
 
Tuckshop 2023 – Term 2 
Week 9 
Friday 23 June 
12.30 – 2.30pm Tandy Jackson 
    Sarah Giffard 
    Chelsea Baker 
    Hollie Warren 

Term 3 
Week 1 
Thursday 13 July 
12.30 – 2.30pm Megan Singh 
Friday 14 July 
12.30 – 2.30pm Chantelle Bennallack 
    Leah Pollock 
    Jess McKinley 

Week 2 
Thursday 20 July 
12.30 – 2.30pm Sarah Dean 
Friday 21 July 
12.30 – 2.30pm Helen Harrington 
    Sally Arundell 
    Kate Fraser 
    Bek Stevens 
 

 
 
Weekend Maintenance 
24-26 Jun TERM 2 Holidays 
1-2 July TERM 2 Holidays 
15-16 July Butcher (3M), Arundell (4FT),  

Millar (5K) 
24-25 July Stubbins (3C), Purvis (4Z) 
29-30 July Gordon (6J), Lau (3S) 
5-6 Aug Pollard (Fdn A), Wynne (Fdn M) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“True progress quietly and persistently moves along 
without notice.” 

St Francis of Assisi         
Dear Families, 
 
The prayer below reminds me that despite our every day rush we 
must take time to see God’s beauty in the world. 
  

PSALM 23 – FOR BUSY PEOPLE 
  

The Lord is my pace-setter, I shall not rush; 

He makes me stop and rest for quiet intervals, 

He provides me with images of stillness, 

Which restore my serenity. 

  

He leads me in the way of efficiency, 

Through calmness of mind; 

And His guidance is peace. 

  

Even though I have a great many things 

To accomplish each day 

I will not fret, for His presence is here. 

His timelessness, His all-importance will keep me in 

balance. 

  

He prepares refreshment and renewal  

in the midst of activity, 

By anointing my mind with His oils of tranquillity; 

My cup of joyous energy overflows. 

  

Surely harmony and effectiveness  

shall be the fruits of my hours 

And I shall walk in the pace of my Lord 

And dwell in His house forever. 

  
By Toki Miyashina 

 

 

 

 

  

“To Live, Learn and Grow in God’s Love” 

Newsletter No. 11 – June 22, 2023 
(Term 2 – Week 9) 

 

ST. FRANCIS OF THE FIELDS 

The Jaara people are the traditional custodians of the land on which we live.  They have lived here for thousands of years.  

 We commit to working for Reconciliation and justice for all Aboriginal people and to learning more about the Jaara  

 

people. 
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End of Term 2 
Term 2 finishes tomorrow at 2.30pm.  This means that all children need to be picked up at 
2.30pm from school.  The school buses will also be leaving at this time. 
YMCA After School Care at St. Francis of the Fields will be operating from the earlier time 
of 2.30pm until 6.00pm.  
Please note that Term 3 begins on Monday 10 July.  
 

Enjoy a safe and relaxing holiday. 

 
New Reports 
Our reports will look different to previous reports after all parents and staff were 
asked to give feedback about our reports. Our reporting team has done a 
wonderful job in adhering to the reporting requirements whilst modifying our 
reports to suit parent needs.  
 
Our Semester 1 reports will be sent home on Friday 14 July at 4pm.  
Parents are then asked to book a Learning Conversation in the week of July 31 
to August 4. Teachers and parents will be able to speak with their child about the report and help clarify 
the next points of learning.   
 
Term 3 Pupil Free Days 
Please note that there has been a change of date for the Term 3 Pupil Free Day. We have had to move 
our Pupil Free Day because of a clash with a required day of learning with CES Ltd. I apologise for this 
change of date.  
We will now hold our Pupil Free Day on the following day in Term 3: 

• Friday 28 July Learnings from Dare to Lead  
 

YMCA will provide After School Care if there are enough students enrolled to warrant the service.  

 
2024 Enrolment Process 
Offers of enrolment have been sent to all the successful candidates for 2024 Foundation 
enrolment. To secure your child’s position, the ‘2nd Stage – Information to complete 
enrolment’ forms are due back to school by tomorrow, Friday 23rd June. Letters with 
details for booking 2024 enrolment interviews will be sent out via the post to all new 
enrolments. 
 

Assembly  
5ZC will lead our next school assembly tomorrow, Friday 23 June from 1.00pm in the Shed.  All parents, 
grandparents and guardians are most welcome to attend.  
 

Casual Clothes Day – tomorrow – Friday 23 June 
Students may wear casual clothes to support our findraiser for the Vinnies Winter Appeal. Donations are to 
be made through CDF Pay. 
 
 
Christ has no hands but yours.  
 
 
 
 
 
Tim Moloney 

Principal 
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Pastoral Wellbeing… 
 

 

This month on SchoolTV - 

A SPECIAL REPORT: Social Media Influencers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Social media influencers have become powerful individuals who often shape the opinions and beliefs 

of others due to strong connections with their audiences. In today's fast-paced digital world, 

attention has become a valuable commodity. 
 

However, the impact of social media influencers on youth mental health is a growing concern, most 

recently, the controversial actions and statements of Andrew Tate. His rise to fame has made him a 

polarising figure, amassing a significant following of mostly young males. Educators and families have 

raised urgent concerns about the damaging nature of Tate’s content, worried that his messages may 

radicalise students and create a generation of young men with regressive and harmful beliefs. 
 

Young people often compare themselves to the idealised lives presented by influencers, leading to 

feelings of inadequacy, low self-worth and dissatisfaction. Social media algorithms may also expose 

them to inappropriate or harmful content such as explicit material, promotion of harmful 

behaviours, or distorted perceptions of body image or mental health. 
 

It is important to guide a young person’s social media use and promote open communication. Be 

curious to comprehend why they might be drawn to radical influencers, like Andrew Tate, and 

actively seek understanding as part of the solution. While not all influencers have a negative impact, 

parents play a vital role in ensuring a balanced approach to social media. By actively modelling 

kindness, respect and positive values, parents can help tackle the sway of radical influencers and be 

part of the solution to countering unhealthy masculinity. 
 

This Special Report provides guidance on how to respond to misinformation and disinformation, 

instead encouraging critical thinking and emphasising the value of real-life connections. We hope you 

take a moment to reflect on the information offered, and as always, we welcome your feedback. If 

this raises any concerns for you, a loved one or the wellbeing of your child, please consider seeking 

medical or professional help. 
 

Click on this link to view the Special Report 

https://sfstrathfieldsaye.catholic.schooltv.me/wellbeing_news/special-report-social-media-

influencers-au 

Regards, Grace Scalora  - Deputy Principal – Pastoral Wellbeing 
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RE News….. 
Vinnies Winter Appeal  
Tomorrow Friday 23 June, we are having an awareness and 
fundraiser for the local Vinnies St Therese's Parish 
Conference to support their invaluable work in our local 
community.  
 
This year's Winter Appeal is targeting homelessness and the increasing number of women over 55 who are 
experiencing the loss of their homes and are unable to access housing. Your generosity will give people a 
hand up by providing shelter, food, clothing and long-term support in times of crisis and help to rebuild their 
lives.  
 
Christ has no body, no hands, no feet on earth but yours. Yours are the eyes Christ looks with compassion 
on this world.  
 
Students have learned about Vinnies and our local Conference this week in class and will make a reminder 
about our support of the Vinnies' Winter Appeal to take home.  

 
Students can wear casual clothes and make a donation to the 
Vinnies Winter Appeal. All donations can be made through CDF 
Pay. 

 
Please click on the Fundraising Events link in CDF Pay and select the 
’Vinnies Winter Appeal’ fundraiser tab. You can enter and pay 
whatever amount you wish to donate. Please do not send cash to the 
school.  
 
Donation envelopes for the Winter Appeal are available from our local 
conference. Please see Lisa Hitchcock for more information.  
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Sacramental program - Confirmation & First Eucharist 
The sacramental candidates from Year 3 and above have begun their cluster group meetings to prepare for 
Confirmation and First Eucharist began last week with meetings at St Therese's Church - Kennington, St 
Joseph's Church - Axe Creek and here at St Francis of the Fields. 
 
We ask you to please pray for these children and their families as they continue their sacramental journey.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Loving God, 

Pour out your blessing upon our beloved children, 

that during this time of Sacramental preparation 

they may grow closer to you, and come to know your special love for them. 

May this time of preparation be a time of blessing 

for our families and our community, 

and unite us all in your great love. 

Amen. 
 

 
 
Year 2 Grandparents mass - change of date  
As Friday, 28 July is now a pupil-free day, the Year 2 Grandparents Mass will now be held on Thursday, 27 
July - at 11:45 am in the shed. There will be more information about the Mass at the beginning of Term 3.  
 
 

Lisa Hitchcock 

Catholic Identity Leader 
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Oasis News…. 
Grade 4 River Detectives 
This term in OASIS we have been doing the River Detectives program. 

We have been testing the turbidity, PH, phosphorus and temperature. 
 

Mr Butcher has put us in groups and 

all the groups get to have a go at 

doing each of the tests. 
 

 

During the term we looked on Google Earth to see where Emu Creek 

Sheepwash Creek began. We learnt 

how to measure trees using our 

fingers and we walked the creek to 

count all the trees in our school 

grounds. While we were counting trees we found lots of local wildlife like 

birds, lizards and even fish. 
 

We all really enjoy doing OASIS with Mr Butcher. 
 

By Felix and Chloe 
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PE News….. 

Divisional Soccer 
On Thursday the 8th of June, we had our year 6 soccer 
teams head off for the Divisional championships in Epsom. 
Both our sides were a little undermanned, due to illness 
and SSV trials occupying some of our students' focus 
(what a great problem to have- students excelling in sport).  
 
There were wins, losses and draws along the way, but most 
importantly, lots of fun and laughs! We also appreciate the students that came into the team at very short 
notice to assist. Their attitude to being included after the initial disappointment of not making the team 
was exemplary and we’re grateful for your contribution.  
 
Thank you to our wonderful coaches- Mr Zera & Mr Morrissey, they were in good hands and Mrs Zealley 
& Mrs Hann for their support also!  
Well done to all involved.  
 

 
Bowls Clinics 
This term the grade 3, 4 and 5’s got to experience lawn bowling with the 
Strathfieldsaye bowling club. There were six volunteers from the club that helped 
us to learn and showed us the basic skills of bowls. We used rubber bowls to start 
with and then in the second session we all got to have a go at using the real bowls. 
There were different activities including, bowls footy, roll to target, round ‘em up 
and the zone. We had so much fun and hope we can do it again sometime.  

Thank you so much to Mrs Coates for organizing it 
and to all the volunteers from the Strathfieldsaye 
Bowling Club.     

 
By Sylvie Booker and Greta Pollock. 

 
 
 
 
  
 

 
SSV State Girls Football Team Trials 

I’m Etta Place & I recently made the Victorian girls footy team.  
When we arrived at the trials, there was a chart that listed who was in which team- I 
was in white. There were lots of girls there and the excitement and nervousness was 
building. They put us through a massive warm up, we did what felt like 50 stretchers, 
followed by some line kicks. I was picked to be the captain of the white team! That was 
a bit of an honor.  

 
At the end of the first quarter it was 12 to blue and 6 to white, in the second quarter 
I was in the forward line. I kicked a point, but a girl on my team got a mark just before 

the siren and kicked a goal. The half time scores read- 13 to white 12 to blue. In the fourth, OMG the oval 
was on fire! The blue team kicked 3 goals, then another goal for white team. The final score was 37 for blue 
and 19 for white.  
 
At the end of the game, we were told they would announce the team the following Tuesday at 4pm. Tuesday 
had come around and I went to band practice as usual. It was 3:55 and I was so nervous! I asked Min (my 
band teacher) if I could watch it on her phone. She had a better idea, we got a microphone and connected 
it to her phone. The man had started to read the names out. I was so nervous, they began to read names, I 
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was waiting anxiously! Then at just the fourth name, they called Etta Place!! I had done it, I had made the 
Victorian team. My whole band jumped up and was cheering! Min was hugging me and then I started to cry 
because I was so happy. We go to Albury on the 6th-11th of August to compete at the National 
Championships. 
 

 
 
SSV State Boys Football Trials 
At the first stage I attended the Victoria School Sport footy tryouts at Ewing Park in 
Bendigo, along with Archer Horan & Tate Kanzamar. When it started we did some drills 
for a little bit to get warmed up then we got into a game. We played 1 game with 4 x 10 
minute quarters. There were kids from Bendigo, Echuca and Rochester. Myself and 
Archer were lucky enough to be selected to go to the next level. There were 11 people 
who got selected out of 40. 
 
At the second stage at Wade street oval Bendigo, there were a lot more people! With kids trailing from all 
over our region. As soon as we got there, we got split into 4 teams and got straight into the games. We both 
gave the games our best and we put our best foot forward! I was lucky enough to be selected to go to 
Melbourne for the 3rd stage. 
 
At the third stage, I went to Bulleen early in the morning to get to Trinity Grammar school. At this stage, 
we had people from our region and people from Melbourne. I knew it was going to be hard, but I thought 
I had a chance. We played 2 games with 4x12 minute quarters. I played alright, but I could have played 
better and unfortunately I didn’t get selected to go to the fourth and final stage. 
 
The school sport Victoria footy tryouts was a really good experience and I got to play against some really 
good players and I am pretty happy I made it that far. I got into the top 100 players in Victoria starting from 
800 players. 
 
By Jed Willis  

 
 
School Sports Victoria Boys Basketball Tryouts 

At the first stage I attended the Victoria School Sport footy tryouts at Ewing Park in 
Bendigo, along with Archer Horan & Tate Kanzamar. When it started we did some drills 
for a little bit to get warmed up then we got into a game. We played 1 game with 4 x 10 
minute quarters. There were kids from Bendigo, Echuca and Rochester. Myself and 
Archer were lucky enough to be selected to go to the next level. There were 11 people 
who got selected out of 40. 
 

At the second stage at Wade street oval Bendigo, there were a lot more people! With kids trailing from all 
over our region. As soon as we got there, we got split into 4 teams and got straight into the games. We both 
gave the games our best and we put our best foot forward! I was lucky enough to be selected to go to 
Melbourne for the 3rd stage. 
 
At the third stage, I went to Bulleen early in the morning to get to Trinity Grammar school. At this stage, 
we had people from our region and people from Melbourne. I knew it was going to be hard, but I thought 
I had a chance. We played 2 games with 4x12 minute quarters. I played alright, but I could have played 
better and unfortunately, I didn’t get selected to go to the fourth and final stage. 
 
The school sport Victoria footy tryout was a really good experience and I got to play against some really 
good players and I am pretty happy I made it that far. I got into the top 100 players in Victoria starting from 
800 players. 
By Jed Willis  
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School Sports Victoria Girls Basketball Tryouts 
I’ve been selected to go to the SSV Basketball tryouts. Each tryout progressively got harder 
and harder. At the last selection, which was on the 5th-6th of June in Waverley, everyone 
wanted a spot so there were tough, strong and aggressive competitors. If we make it past 
this selection, we get picked to play for Team Victoria, only 10 girls get into the team out of 
the WHOLE of Victoria.  
After this, if we make it to the next stage we play against the top states in Australia. There 
were 60 kids at this tryout, including 6 Bendigo Girls and from our school myself & Sienna 
Raco. Both of us did our best, but sadly neither of us made it. It was great fun and we learnt 

a lot along the journey. 
By Harper Gordon 

 
 
School Sports Victoria Tryouts- Netball & Basketball 
I have been selected to go to the SSV (school sports Victoria) tryouts for netball and basketball, each 
tryout has different stages that a certain number of people get selected to go through to 
the next level. On the 5th and 6th of June, Harper and I went to the final basketball tryout 
which decides the state team to represent Victoria in Perth and vs all of the other states in 
Australia.  
On the 14th of June I had the netball tryouts to get selected for the state netball team, 
each selection was extremely challenging and everyone gave it their very best. I am so grateful 
that I had been selected for these tryouts and I have had a very enjoyable experience  
By Sienna Raco 
 

 
 
National Junior Classic 
On the 11th-13th of June, Harper Gordon and I went to the National Junior Classic Basketball tournament 
in Dandenong. It was a three-day tournament and in total we played 6 games of basketball and won 5 and 
lost 1, all the teams were very good and overall I had a really good time.  

By Sienna Raco 
 

That’s a wrap for all of our SSV trials this year! We are so incredibly proud of all of our students that put 
themselves out there and gave it their best shot! We would also like to recognise the wonderful parents 
that have spent many hours traveling around Victoria to afford their children these opportunities. 
Thank you for your support & all the very best to Etta ahead of the National Footy Championships next 
term! 
Mrs Coates 

 
 
PE Award 
Each assembly week, we present a tuckshop award. 
The criteria for receiving these awards is very straightforward. Students 
demonstrating outstanding sportsmanship, effort and attitude will be the prime 
candidates for these awards.  
Congratulations: Makayla Jackson & Taylah Marsh   
 

Sporting News 
Parents, if you news that should be shared in the newsletter, please let me know by emailing 
dcoates@sfstrathfieldsaye.catholic.edu.au or sending it directly through to 
newsletter@sfstrathfieldsaye.catholic.edu.au  

 
Danielle Coates & Shannon Dillon 
PE Coordinators  
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Bendigo Braves – Free Tickets 
Click on this link below to secure free tickets to the remaining Bendigo Braves home 
games on the dates listed below. 
Please utilise this code for Free Tickets. BRAVES-INSCHOOL11 
They have 2 home games to go June 23 and July 15. 
  
https://premier.ticketek.com.au/shows/show.aspx?sh=BRAVE23 

 
 

 
Frank’s Little Friends Playgroup 
Every Tuesday during school term. 
9:00am – 10.30am. 
Gathering in the Community Centre 
Please see our FB group “Franks Little Friends” for updates. 
All welcome! 
 

 

Uniform Shop 
Opening hours – Monday 8.30 - 9.30am 
   Wednesday 2.30 – 3.30pm 
   Friday 8.30 – 9.30am 

 
 

Year Level - Unit Newsletters 
Click on these link to view the Term 2 Unit newsletters. 

 

 

Foundation - Foundation Unit Newsletter   |  Year 1 - Year 1 Unit Newsletter 
 

Year 2 - Year 2 Unit Newsletter   |  Year 3 - Year 3 Unit Newsletter 
 

Year 4 - Year 4 Unit Newsletter   |  Year 5 - Year 5 Unit Newsletter 
 

Year 6 - Year 6 Unit Newsletter 

 
 

 
YMCA – After School Care 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  

The YMCA operates an After-School Care Program at St Francis of the Fields Primary 
School. The program operates every school day for children aged 5-12 years. The YMCA 
also provides care on days of school closure.  
Families can contact the service on 0459 988 313 or visit ‘My Family Lounge’ where you can 
register your child in advance for any bookings. any questions please contact 
stfrancis@ymca.org.au.   
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Community News…. 
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