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Reminders 
Wednesday 16 March 
 P&F Meeting @ 7.30pm 

Friday 17 March 
 St Patricks Feast Day 

 Caritas K’s @ 11.45am 

 Assembly @ 2.45pm 

Wednesday 22 March 
 Lenten Reconciliation 

Thursday 23 March 
 Lenten Reconciliation 

Friday 24 March 
 1R & 1S Mass @ 11.45am 

Saturday 25 April 
 P&F Trivia Night @ 7.00pm 

Wednesday 29 March 
 CMC Open Day Coolock Campus 4.30-7pm  

Friday 31 March 
 Yr 6 & Fdn Buddy Mass @ 11.45am 

 Assembly @ 2.45pm 

Sunday 2 April 
 Daylight Savings 

Ends – Turn your clock 
back 1 hour 

Thursday 6 April 
 Last day of Term 1 

 Students finish @ 2.30pm 

Friday 7 April 
 Good Friday 

Sunday 9 April 
 Easter Sunday 

Monday 24 April 
 First day of Term 2 

Tuesday 25 April 
ANZAC DAY Holiday 

 
Tuckshop 2023 – Term 1 
Week 8 
Friday 17 Mar 
 12.30 – 3pm Renee Jet 
    Viv Bortolotto 
    Bree Bortolotto 

Week 9 
Thurs 23 Mar 
 12.30 – 3pm Ang Oldham 
Friday 24 Mar 
 12.30 – 3pm Bek Stevens 
    Kanji Jackson-Leahy 
    Chelsea Baker 
    Bec Foster 

Week 10 
Thurs 30 Mar 
 12.30 – 3pm Chelsea Mazzarino 
Friday 31 Mar 
 12.30 – 3pm Bec Stratton 
    Donna Wagner 
    Lisa Phillips 

Week 11 
Thurs 6 Apr 
 12.30 – 2.30pm  Bec O’Sullivan 

 
Weekend Maintenance 
 
18-19 Mar B&S Bortolotto (5ZC), Mitting (Fdn A) 
  Nielsen (5K) 
25-26 Mar Kirke (Fdn M), Johnson (6R),  
  Hogan (6J) 
1-2 Apr Lawrence (1S), Turpie (3M),  
  Mason (3GB) 
8-9 Apr Term Holiday 
15-16 Apr Term Holiday 
22-23 Apr Trewhella (Fdn M),Whitty (4Z),  
  Nicholson (2S) 
29-30 Apr Wharton (4Z), Green (2P),  
  Carroll (6H) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“True progress quietly and persistently moves along 
without notice.” 

St Francis of Assisi         
Dear Families, 
 
We have so much to learn from the Easter story. 

  
March 19th marks the Feast Day of St. Joseph - husband to Mary..  St. 
Joseph is known as the ‘quiet Saint’ or as a ‘just man’ - who selflessly 
answered the call of God.  It is timely to reflect on the traits of St. 
Joseph. Thankfully, we still have many people who give of their time 
without the expectation of thanks or recognition - to serve others for 
the gift of serving and nothing else.   Thank you to our health care 
workers, pharmacists, those working in supermarkets, our bakers, our 
teachers, and all those offering services to our community. 
  

 

“Let us allow ourselves to be "filled" with Saint 
Joseph's silence!  In a world that is often too noisy, 

that encourages neither recollection nor listening to 
God's voice.” 

(Pope Benedict XVI) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Trivia Night - Saturday 25  March 
Our school staff are looking forward to matching wits with our parents 
at our school Trivia Night on Saturday 25 
March. Please see the flyer in this newsletter 
for ticket information. We would love to see 
you there!! 

 

 

  

“To Live, Learn and Grow in God’s Love” 

Newsletter No. 5 – Mar 16, 2023 
(Term 1 – Week 8) 

 

ST. FRANCIS OF THE FIELDS 

The Jaara people are the traditional custodians of the land on which we live.  They have lived here for thousands of years.  

 We commit to working for Reconciliation and justice for all Aboriginal people and to learning more about the Jaara  

 

people. 
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Prepare to change over to winter uniform 
The weather, over the next 9-10 weeks, can vary greatly in 
temperature.  Subsequently, for the first four weeks of Term 2 students are 
still able to wear their summer uniform.  However, all students are required to 
be in the Winter uniform by Monday 15 May.  
 

 

Parents & Friends Meeting - Tonight  
All parents are invited to attend the Parents & Friends meeting tonight. The meeting will be 
held at 7.30pm in the school staff room. All welcome!  
 

School Advisory Council Meetings 
Our School Advisory Council will meet on Wednesday 24 March at 6pm in the school 
staffroom. All council members are most welcome.  

 

 

Term 1 Holidays 
Please note that Term 1 ends on Thursday 6 April at 2.30pm.  I hope all families 
have a safe and enjoyable  holiday.  Term 2 resumes on Monday 24 April. 
  

 

Term 2 Public Holidays & Pupil Free Days 
Just letting all families know that St. Francis of the Fields Primary School will be closed 
on the following dates in Term 2: 
• ANZAC day      Tuesday 25 April 
• 7 Steps Writing PD (Pupil Free Day)   Friday 5 May 
• Mathematics Conference (Pupil Free Day)  Friday 26 May 
• Queen’s Birthday Holiday     Monday 12 June 

 

 

Preps start full time 
Our beautiful Preps have begun full weeks at school from March 15. Thank you to all parents for supporting 
your children on the rest days - the children have certainly needed the break.  
 

 

Assembly  
6J will lead our next school assembly on Friday 17 March from 2.45pm in the 
Shed.  All parents, grandparents and guardians are most welcome to attend.  
 
 

Family Directory forms 
There is still a significant number of Family Directory forms yet to be returned to school. We ask that all 
forms are returned to school by tomorrow, Friday 17th March. These forms are a vital way of ensuring we 
collect the most up to date details for all families and parents in our admin system. Thank you for your 
cooperation. 

 
 
Christ has no hands but yours.  
 
 
 
 
Tim Moloney 

Principal 
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Pastoral Wellbeing… 

Volunteers 
We need you back as a part of our school community! 
If you can be involved in our school in any way, please connect with us.  To be 
on our school site, there is a simple online process that must be completed to 
protect our students.  This includes you having a current Working with Children 
Card (WWCC) and the school having a copy of your driver’s licence.  Please 
go to our school website and click on the ‘volunteers’ tab.   
 
Part of the volunteer process is having a one-off school induction interview with me.  This is a simple and 
quick chat about how to go about volunteering at our school. 
 
For existing volunteers, the requirement is just  to refresh ourselves with the Code of Conduct at the 
beginning of each year by reading and signing the document which is available on our school website and 

then uploading via the existing volunteer survey.  This is a simple process and existing 
volunteers are NOT required to have the school induction interview again. 
 
School Induction interview times are as follows: 
 

• Tuesday, 21 March @ 8.45am – 9.30am 
 

We would love you to be part of your child’s school community.  

 

 
Regards, 
Grace Scalora 
Deputy Principal – Pastoral Wellbeing  
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RE News….. 
Caritas - Project Compassion 2023 
This week through Project Compassion we learn about Tereesa, a Gamilaroi 

woman from Western Sydney who struggled with homelessness while raising 

her four children. At just 16 years old, she had to leave school after falling 

pregnant with her first child. A single mother struggling with homelessness, 

Tereesa’s only concern was finding stability for her children.   

Seeking a better future for her family, Tereesa joined Baabayn Aboriginal Corporation’s Young Mums and Bubs 

Group, supported by Caritas Australia. Baabayn helped Tereesa access housing and psychological support. 

Through Baabayn, Tereesa was also able to hear stories from Indigenous Elders and reconnect with her culture.  

Today, Tereesa is studying for a certificate in Community Services so that she can strengthen her skills and 

give back to her community. Tereesa now works at Baabayn, providing support to young mothers and mentoring 

the next generation of young people.  

Watch a short film about Tereesa’s story here.  

 

Our community, at tomorrow's Caritas Ks, will be supporting projects like the Baabayn Aboriginal Corporation’s 

Young Mums and Bubs Group and people like Tereesa.  

 

Please support our Project Compassion fundraising and awareness-raising campaign by joining our solidarity walk 

and if able donating: St Francis of the Fields Caritas Fundraising Page. 

 

 
 
Caritas Ks 
Tomorrow Friday, 17 March is our Caritas Ks. We invite our families to join us for 

prayer at 11:45 am in the shed and to walk the track in solidarity with all those 

people in vulnerable communities around the world.  

 

Our Year 6 Catholic Identity Leaders have been learning about the work of Caritas 

and how the principles of Catholic Social Teaching guide us all in our lives. They have visited our classrooms 

today to share with students some of what they have learned and they will lead our prayer tomorrow morning 

before our walk. Well done to these leaders who are making a difference at our school through their work and 

commitment.  

Thank you to those who have donated 

$2030 so far in 2023. This year's target 

is $7000, which we have been fortunate 

to be able to achieve in previous years. 

 

Let's put our compassion into action for 

all future generations.  
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Sandhurst Switches Off & Earth Hour 2023 

Next Tuesday - 21 March, we will take part in Sandhurst Switches Off.  All 

Sandhurst Catholic Schools will turn off their lights for an hour of the day. This 

action is a symbol of our commitment to preserving God’s creation.   Our Catholic 

Social Teaching - Care for our Common Home - Teaches us that the earth and all life 

on it are part of God’s creation.  

 

St Francis of Assisi had a great love for all of creation. The inspiration of St Francis is seen throughout our 

school community. We are called to respect this gift of creation. We are responsible for taking care of the 

world we live in and for sharing all the wonders and resources the earth gives us justly. 

 

Our changing environment prompts us to stop and think about how we live on our planet. We are called to respond 

and to adopt new ways of living as Pope Francis highlights in his encyclical, Laudato Si': On the Care for our 

Common Home. This action is a symbol of our solidarity with those whose lives and communities are affected by 

the effects of climate change - rising waters, longer periods of drought, and more storms and fires.   

 

 
 
Earth Hour - 25 March 
Saturday, 25 March is Earth Hour. Since Earth Hour began in 2007, the world has changed drastically. Our 

planet has already been warmed by 1.1°C above pre-industrial levels and we are on course to hit a possible 1.5°C 

increase by 2030. The next 7 years are therefore crucial to all our futures - we must stay under the 1.5°C 

climate threshold.  

 

An essential ally against the climate crisis is nature. Yet, we are losing nature at an alarming and unprecedented 

rate, putting species at risk of extinction and placing us in grave danger.  

 

But last December, at COP15 - the United Nations Conference on Biodiversity - a landmark commitment to halt 

and reverse biodiversity loss by 2030 was agreed upon by over 190 countries, a historic global goal hailed as the 

equivalent to the 1.5C° target set out by the Paris Climate Agreement of 2015.  
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Now, the real work starts - 2030 is only seven years away. Individuals, communities, businesses, and governments 

must all step up their actions for nature, climate, and our one home to secure a Nature Positive world.  

 

Why not stop to talk as a family about the things you can do using the 30 ways to give an hour for earth? We 

don't need to be perfect in our approach to living sustainably we just need to do what is within our power today. 

 

Earth Hour believes that each and every one of us has 

the power to make a positive impact on our planet, but 

it’s up to us as individuals to decide how we do so. In 

Australia, we are encouraged to turn out our lights to 

give an hour for earth, 8:30 pm-9:30 pm. Join the 

biggest hour for earth! 

 

Give an Hour for Earth by spending 60 
minutes doing something - anything - 

positive for our planet. 
 
 
 

 

Prayer: The canticle of the sun 
Most High, all-powerful, all-good Lord, 

all praise is yours, all glory, honour and blessings. 
To you alone, Most High, do they belong; 

no mortal lips are worthy to pronounce your name. 

We praise you, Lord, for all your creatures, 
especially for Brother Sun, 

who is the day through whom you give us light. 
And he is beautiful and radiant with great splendour, 

of you Most High, he bears your likeness. 

We praise you, Lord, for Sister Moon and the stars, 
in the heavens you have made them bright, precious and fair. 

We praise you, Lord, for Brothers Wind and Air, 
fair and stormy, all weather's moods, 

by which you cherish all that you have made. 

We praise you, Lord, for Sister Water, 
so useful, humble, precious and pure. 

We praise you, Lord, for Brother Fire, 
through whom you light the night. 

He is beautiful, playful, robust, and strong. 

We praise you, Lord, for Sister Earth, 
who sustains us 

with her fruits, coloured flowers, and herbs. 

We praise and bless you, Lord, and give you thanks, 
and serve you in all humility. 

Extract from Canticle of the Sun, by St Francis of Assisi 
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Staff Spirituality Day  
Last Friday 10 March, our staff enjoyed a day to stop, pray, meditate, share and 

learn about our school's inspiring foundational story, Aboriginal Spirituality and 

our Catholic Faith Tradition's Creeds. Thank you to our presenters Monsignor 

Frank Marriott, Maree St Clair, Gen Hoskin, Kate Gundry, Troy Firebrace and 

Fr Andrew Fewings who all were very generous in sharing their knowledge, 

experience and wisdom with us all.  

 

We are very grateful for the work of Fiona, 

Deb and Donna for the very delicious 

catering.  

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
Lenten Reconciliation 
Students from Years 3-6 will have Lenten Reconciliation in their classrooms next week. Thank you to Fr Andrew 

Fewings for ensuring our students can experience the Sacrament of Reconciliation during Lent.  

 

Lenten Retreat at school  
Each Wednesday morning, you are invited to join us in the chapel for our weekly 

Lenten Retreat for staff and parents. We begin at 8:15 am and share 15 minutes 

of quiet, reflective time to stop and be still, to pray and meditate. We hope 

that this time will provide you with an opportunity for spiritual renewal during the season of Lent.  

 
 

Feast of St Patrick  
Tomorrow, Friday 17 March is St Patrick's Feast Day. Students will mark this Feast with prayer in the 

classrooms.  

 

We wish you all a happy St Patrick’s Day! 

May you be comforted by God’s constant companionship on this Feast Day. 

Loved, guided, protected and surrounded by our God's gift of creation. 

 

Part of the Breastplate a prayer that is attributed to St Patrick. 

 

Christ in the heart of everyone who thinks of me, 

Christ in the mouth of everyone who speaks of me,  

Christ in the eye that sees me, 

Christ in the ear that hears me. 

I arise today 

Through the mighty strength 

Of the Lord of creation. 

I arise today 
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Preparation program for Baptism - RCIC  
Is your child of school age and interested in being baptised and 

continuing their faith journey? The Rite of Christian Initiation 

for Children (RCIC) is a four-week program for school aged 

children wanting to be baptised.  

The program will begin over the next few weeks, day/times to be arranged to suit participants once enrolments 

are finalised. Children who are baptised or received into the Catholic Church at this time, are able to continue 

their ongoing sacramental preparation alongside their peers. There is still time to enrol your child! Please contact 

Fr Andrew for more information or with any questions you may have on 5443 3337 or 

email kennington@sandhurst.catholic.org.au  

 
 

Lisa Hitchcock 

Catholic Identity Leader 
 

 
 

Year Level - Unit Newsletters 
Click on these link to view the Term 1 Unit newsletters. 

 

 

Foundation - Foundation Unit Newsletter   |  Year 1 - Year 1 Unit Newsletter 
 

Year 2 - Year 2 Unit Newsletter   |  Year 3 - Year 3 Unit Newsletter 
 

Year 4 - Year 4 Unit Newsletter   |  Year 5 - Year 5 Unit Newsletter 
 

Year 6 - Year 6 Unit Newsletter 
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PE News….. 
District Swimming 
On March 5th, a few students competed in The Central Victorian Swimming Competition. 

 
Well done to these students. 
Jade Hayward: Fly, Back, Free, 3 Free relays & 2 IMO relays (fly) 
Willow Wardell: IMO relay 

Andeon Haasbroek: Fly, Back, Breast, Free & Free relay 

Milanke Haasbroek: Fly, Back, Breast, Free & 2 Free relays 

Joshua Rodda: Back, Breast, Free 

Darcy Rodda: Fly, Back, Breast, Free, 1 IMO relay & 2 Free relays 

 

This was a fun event. Everyone swam really well and most of us 
received a medal for at least one or our events! 

Written by Darcy Rodda & Jade Hayward. 

 
 
School Sport Victoria Regional Swimming Championship 
On Tuesday the 14th of March, we had two relay teams head to Swan Hill for 
the Regional swimming Championship. Our girls swam absolutely brilliantly, and 
both narrowly missed a spot at the upcoming State Championships. We are so 
proud of the girls for representing the school so well! I also would like to thank 
the parents that took our girls to this event and supported them on the day. 

 
11 girls relay (Darcy Rodda, Willow Wardell, Lily Diss, Jade Hayward)- 2nd 

12 girls relay (Ava Hope, Willow Dickson, Etta Place, Forest Jackson-Leahy)- 4th 

 

 
 
AFL Clinic 
Students in Fdn – Yr2 will be participating in an AFL Clinic at school on Friday 24 March. Coaches from 
AFL Victoria will be running these sessions with the students. Children will be required to wear their sports 
uniform on this day. 
Session are as follows: 
 9.00am – 2H & 2S 
 9.40am – 2D & 2P 
 10.20am – 1R & 1S 
 11.30am – 1AJ & 1M 
 12.10pm – Fdn A & Fdn BW 
 12.50pm – Fdn D & Fdn M 

 
 
School Cross Country Training 
Every Monday and Wednesday lunchtime at 1.40pm. Meet in the shed, right after 
eating time- ALL welcome. We would love to see some new faces. The school Cross 
Country is fast approaching (Term 2, Week 1), why not take advantage of this 
opportunity to prepare yourself well! 

 
 
Equestrian Interschool State Championships 
Between the 15th-19th of April 2023, the Equestrian Interschool State Championships will be held in 
Werribee. I (Lily Diss) will be competing at Werribee Park Equestrian Centre in the showing category on my 
pony ‘Rivington Tegwen’. This is a team event, where points are combined for overall winners. Anna Bridge 
in year 3 is also competing with me for St Francis of the Fields. 
 

Written by Lily Diss 
 

All the best girls! We look forward to hearing how you go!! 
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Bendigo Ford Fun Run 
The recent Bendigo Fun Run led to a number of great performances by our St Francis community. 
Individuals could choose from a 1km dash, 5km, 10km or dare to tackle the half 
marathon! We had students, parents and even teachers lace up their boots and try 
their luck. Well done to all involved. 

• 1km- Ryder Singh & Frankie Black 
• 5km- Jed Willis, Lotti Childs, Patsy Childs, Edward Black & Danny Childs 
• Abby Kuhne deserves her own line, as she took out the Women’s 5km! What 

a fantastic achievement. Congratulations Abby! 
• 10km- Kiara Cameron (with a big personal best! Well done!) & Alicia Obsorne 
• 21km- Sarah Willis  

 

 
 
State Little Athletics Championships 

Over the long weekend, we had three students compete in the State LA Championships. 
Congratulations to Lilah, Andeon and Archie, firstly for making it to the State 
Championships and secondly for your wonderful performances! What an achievement to 
compete at such a high level event- Well done! We are incredibly proud of you. 

 
Andeon Haasbroek - Shot Put- 20th in the State and with a personal best! 

 
Archie Intamanon -  1100m walk- 13th 

 
Lilah Maddern -  70m - 19th in the State 

Long Jump - 13th in the State 

60m - 8th in the State and with a personal best time! 
High Jump - 8th in the State 

 
 

 
 
PE Awards 

Each assembly week, two students will receive a tuckshop award. 
The criteria for receiving these awards is very straightforward. Students demonstrating 
outstanding sportsmanship, effort and attitude will be the prime candidates for these awards. 
Congratulations to this week’s recipients: Ryder Singh & Neve Gooding  

 
 

 
Sporting News 
Parents, if you have news that should be shared in the newsletter, please let me know by emailing 
dcoates@sfstrathfieldsaye.catholic.edu.au or sending it directly through to 
newsletter@sfstrathfieldsaye.catholic.edu.au  
 

Danielle Coates & Shannon Dillon 

PE Coordinators  
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Frank’s Little Friends Playgroup 
Every Tuesday during school term. 
9:30am - 11am. 
Gathering in the Community Centre 
Please see our FB group “Franks Little Friends” for 
updates. 
All welcome! 
 

 
 

 
 

YMCA – After School Care 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 
 
Uniform Shop 
The Uniform Shop is now cashless. All in-store payments are to be made using EFTPOS. 
 
The new softshell school Jackets are in stock NOW!!! Orders can be placed online or in store.  
Old style trackpants are now on sale for $25. 
 
To assist the Uniform Shop staff, when ordering uniform online, please add your child’s name and class 
in the ‘Any Notes’ section when you are selecting items. This cannot be done at the payment stage of the 
order. 
Orders will be processed on Monday’s, Wednesday’s & Friday’s. 
 
Opening hours – Monday 8.30 - 9.30am 
   Wednesday 2.30 – 3.30pm 
   Friday 8.30 – 9.30am 
 

 
 
Tuckshop News…. 
Orders for tuckshop are to be made via CDF PAY. Please click on this link to access 
instruction for setting up a new account: St Francis Tuckshop Information. Existing 
parents are asked to make sure they have update their child’s class on their reusable 

lunch bags. 
Reusable lunch bags are available for purchase in CDF Pay. When 
you place your child’s order, their bag will be supplied with their 
prepared lunch inside. 
Please message Fiona Thompson if you would like to be put on the roster - 0400 072 311. 

 

 
  

The YMCA operates an After-School Care Program at St Francis of the Fields Primary 
School. The program operates every school day for children aged 5-12 years. The YMCA 
also provides care on days of school closure.  
Families can contact the service on 0459 988 313 or visit ‘My Family Lounge’ where you can 
register your child in advance for any bookings. any questions please contact 
stfrancis@ymca.org.au.   
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Community News…. 

 
  
  

mailto:office@sfstrathfieldsaye.catholic.edu.au
http://www.sfstrathfieldsaye.catholic.edu.au/


 

PH: 5439 3191 EMAIL:  office@sfstrathfieldsaye.catholic.edu.au 17 
 HOME PAGE: www.sfstrathfieldsaye.catholic.edu.au 

 

mailto:office@sfstrathfieldsaye.catholic.edu.au
http://www.sfstrathfieldsaye.catholic.edu.au/

