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Reminders 
Thursday 14 July 
 School Disco  
Friday 15 July 
 Pupil Free Day – 

NCCD/Wellbeing Staff PD 
Monday 18 July 
 Dental Health Clinic  
 Peaceful Parents Session 7-9pm 

Tuesday 19 July 
 Dental Health Clinic  
 Engagement of Volunteers Interview session 

– 8.30am 

Wednesday 20 July 
 Dental Health Clinic  
 2023 Foundation Interviews 

Thursday 21 July 
 Dental Health Clinic  
 P&F Meeting @ 7.30pm 

Friday 22 July 
 Pupil Free Day –Staff PD - Writing 
Monday 25 July 
 Peaceful Parents Session 7-9pm 

Wednesday 27 July 
 Engagement of Volunteers Interview session 

– 8.30am 

 School Advisory Council Meeting 

Friday 29 July 
 National Tree Planting Day 
 Uniform Review Committee meeting 9.00am 

Wednesday 3 August 
 Engagement of Volunteers Interview session 

– 3.15pm 

Friday 5 August 
 St Francis Athletic Sports Yr 3-6  

9.30-2.30pm 
 

 
 
Tuckshop 2022 – Term 3 
Week 1 
Thurs 14 July 
 12.30 – 3pm Bec O’Sullivan 
Friday 15 July 
 PUPIL FREE DAY 

Week 2 
Thurs 21 July 
 NO TUCKSHOP AVAILABLE 
Friday 22 July 
 PUPIL FREE DAY 

Week 3 
Thurs 28 July 
 12.30 – 3pm Chelsea Mazzarino 
Friday 29 July 
 12.30 – 3pm Sally Arundell 
    Helen Harrington 
 

 
 
Weekend Maintenance 
16-17 Jul  Hurford (4Z), McLean (4Z), 

Mason (2M) 

23-24 Jul  Prowse (Fdn M), Hoctor 

(Fdn A), Lawrence (Fdn D) 

30-31 Jul  Scott (Fdn M), Tuddenham (4Z), 

Stewart-Eeles (3H) 

6-8 Aug  Rodda (2M), Whytcross (Fdn M), 

Cummins (6W) 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“True progress quietly and persistently moves along 
without notice.” 

St Francis of Assisi         

Dear Families, 
It is wonderful to be back at school with the children and teachers for 
the second half of the year! 
We have much to look forward to: 

• Our school disco this evening 
• Many of our children will be receiving the Sacraments of 

Confirmation, First Eucharist and Reconciliation 
• Our Year 3-6 Athletics Sports  
• Our Instrumental Concert 
• The Year 3, 5 & 6 camps 
• Our Foundation Interviews – one of my favourite times!! 

  
  

I share with you a reflection to be mindful of during this busy term… 

  
Lord, help me to be ready. 

  

Ready for the unknown, the unexpected, the 
  

unhelpful, the unwelcome. 
  

Help me to be ready, ever alert, knowing life will 
  

often present both opportunity and adversity. 
  

Let me be ready, unafraid of the future, always 
  

confident of Your powerful presence. 
  

Remind me often that, even with my best 
  

preparation and greatest efforts, my life relies on You. 
  

Amen 

 

“To Live, Learn and Grow in God’s Love” 

  

“To Live, Learn and Grow in God’s Love” 

Newsletter No. 12 – July 14, 2022 
(Term 3 – Week 1) 

 

ST. FRANCIS OF THE FIELDS 

The Jaara people are the traditional custodians of the land on which we live.  They have lived here for thousands of years.  We commit to 

working for Reconciliation and justice for all Aboriginal people and to learning more about the Jaara  

 

people. 
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Learning Conversations 
Our Learning Conversations will be held from Monday 1 to Monday 5 August. 
Parents will be given the choice of attending face-to-face interviews or online.  
We will send out the link to enable all parents to book their preferred times in the 
coming week.  
  

Deb Balls 
Our past students, now in Year 11, have been invited back to be celebrate at the St. Francis of the Fields 
Debutante Balls. Such is the popularity of these evenings we now have three balls that are held on: 

·  Saturday 20 August 
·  Friday 26 August 
·  Saturday 27 August 
  
These evenings are major fundraisers for our present students. We are hopeful that $30,000 
will be raised for our school students this year. As can be imagined we need significant 
support over these three evenings – in setting up and cleaning up at the end of each evening. 
  
I am hopeful that our parents can commit to helping out on one of these evenings in the 
knowledge that your children will benefit directly from the proceeds. Please help! 

  

Parents & Friends Meeting 
Please note that we will be holding our Parents and Friends meeting on Thursday 21 July at 
7.30pm. We will be meeting online via the attached zoom link - 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/88655132365?pwd=NUZySVdHajk5NnB3b2VoL2Q4Y2lXZz09  

 
Covid Update 
Vaccination requirements 

• There are no longer any mandatory vaccination requirements for staff or visitors working or attending 
mainstream schools. 

  

RAT tests 

• The Victorian Government is providing up to three further deliveries of Rapid Antigen Tests (RATs) 
in Term 3 and again in Term 4 to schools. 

 

Face Masks 

• Schools are asked to remind staff, students and families that the current advice from the Victorian 
government is that it is recommended face masks are worn in indoor settings (except for close 
contacts, who must wear a mask indoors unless an exception applies). 

 
Term 3 Pupil Free Days 
St. Francis of the Fields will be holding Pupil Free Days on the following dates in Term 3: 

• Friday 15 July Wellbeing & NCCD (Full day care unavailable due to low booking numbers) 

• Friday 22 July  Professional Learning for all staff - Writing 
 
Care for children will be provided through the day by the YMCA After School Care program. 

Families can contact the service on 0459 988 313 or visit ‘My Family Lounge’ where you 

can register your child in advance for any bookings. any questions please contact 

stfrancis@ymca.org.au.   

 
 

Christ has no hands but yours.  
 
 
 
Tim Moloney 
Principal 
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Pastoral Wellbeing…. 
 

 

School TV  

SPECIAL REPORT 

 Celebrating NAIDOC Week 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
NAIDOC week celebrates the history, culture and achievements of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

people. It is celebrated by all Australians and is a great opportunity to recognise and learn more about the 

history and culture of indigenous communities. 
 

NAIDOC stands for National Aborigines and Islanders Day Observance Committee. Its origins can be traced 

back to the Aboriginal rights movement, when on Australia Day 1938, protestors marched through the streets 

of Sydney to highlight the status and treatment of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Australians. Today, 

it is a week-long celebration held in July that consists of range of traditional and contemporary activities. 
 

NAIDOC Week is an important event that helps build positive relationships between Aboriginal and non-

Aboriginal people. It enables a deeper understanding of our differences and similarities. NAIDOC week is an 

opportunity for all Australians to eliminate bias and discrimination by reflecting and reconciling the wrongs of 

the past to facilitate hope and build a fairer future. Families are encouraged to join in and support young people 

in learning the significance of NAIDOC Week. 
 

This Special Report offers suggestions on how families can celebrate NAIDOC Week together. We hope you 

take a moment to reflect on the information offered, and as always, we welcome your feedback. If this raises 

any concerns for you, a loved one or the wellbeing of your child, please seek medical or professional help. 
 

Here is the link to your special report https://sfstrathfieldsaye.catholic.schooltv.me/wellbeing_news/special-

report-celebrating-naidoc-week 

 

If this raises any concerns for you, a loved one or the wellbeing of your child, please seek medical or professional 

help or contact the school for further information. 

 
Regards, 

Grace Scalora 

Deputy Principal - Pastoral Wellbeing   
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RE News….. 

St Vincent de Paul Winter Appeal 

On Friday 24 June, we held a casual fundraiser day for the local Vinnies. Thank you to everyone that was 
able to come along in casual clothes and donate a gold coin.  
 
We raised $790 that will help the St Therese's Vinnies support our local community.  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Sacramental Program - Confirmation and First Eucharist 

Our Sacramental Candidates are continuing the program to prepare for Confirmation and First Eucharist 
this week after a break over the school holidays. Children will be presented with a copy of ‘The Creed’ 
during Parish Masses taking place during the next two weekends 16/7 - 17/7 & 23/7 – 24/7. This is our 
statement of faith and is an important part of our Catholic Mass. 
 
Please continue to pray for these children and their families as they prepare for Confirmation and First 
Eucharist. The Confirmation and First Eucharist Masses will be held on the weekends of 27 & 28 August 
and 3 & 4 September.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
P&F News…. 
P&F School Disco - Tonight 
The St Francis School Disco is being held tonight - Thursday 14th July. Children 
will need to bring a gold coin donation and a named drink bottle. All children will 
receive a goodie bag upon entry. 

• Fdn - Yr2: 4.30 - 5.30pm 
• Yr.3 - 6:  6.00 - 7.30pm 

  

We need many parent helpers for the evening. 
  

All children are required to remain inside where they can be monitored. This will 
mean parents will need to enter the gymnasium (shed) to pick their children 
up. Please be on time.  
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Equestrian achievements 
On the 19th -23rd of April Maddy Bridge, Lily Diss and I competed for St Francis of the Fields at the 
Interschool State Championships at Werribee. There were over 600 competitors from all over Victoria. We 
all did really well and had lots of fun. I competed in Dressage,  Combined Training,  Showing and Sporting 
Horse.  
We loved riding our horses in our school uniform and watching the night events in the big arena. The ponies 
stayed in their stables at night and we slept in a swag near our horse float, it's lots of fun camping with the 
horses.  
I had to learn 2 dressage tests, my show horse workouts and the jumping course, so there was lots to 
remember. Overall with all of my points added up I was 12th out of 127 Prep to  Grade 6 students. 
With all of our points added up the school came 23rd out of 155 schools.  
We got to stand up and get our ribbons and prizes in front of lots of people,  and I was proud to be 
representing my school with Maddy and Lily.  Thanks to Miss Maud and her sister Montanna for helping us 
for this event and coming to watch us. 
Anna Bridge 2P 
 
On the holidays I competed for the school at Werribee. The funniest bit was when I did the sporting 
horse,  and I won the bending and barrel race on my pony Kiki. It was fun because she went fast and I won 
a rug and lots of prizes. I liked playing with my sister and Lily. Lily jumped really high and I liked watching 
her ride her pony Merlin. I came 13th out of 127 students and was the youngest rider competing. I competed 
in Dressage, Jumping, Sporting Horse and Showing. 
  
Thanks for coming Miss Maud and Montanna Maud for my riding lessons. 
  
Madeline Bridge - Fdn M 
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Uniform Shop 
To assist the Uniform Shop staff, when ordering uniform online, please add your 

child’s name and class in the ‘Any Notes’ section when you are selecting items. 

This cannot be done at the payment stage of the order. 

Orders will be processed on Monday’s, Wednesday’s & Thursday’s. 

 

 

 
YMCA – After School Care 
 

 

 

 

  

 

Tuckshop News…. 
Helpers needed. 
We still need some helpers to fill in for the following dates:  
Thursday 25 Aug 
Thursday 1 September 
Thursday 8 September 
We require 1 person on Thursday’s. All 
helpers must have completed the 
Engagement of Volunteers paperwork, 
referee checks & interview. Start time is 
12.30pm for both days. All past helpers are 
encouraged to contact Fiona – you will not be 
automatically put on the roster. 
Please message Fiona Thompson if you 
would like to be put on the roster - 0400 072 
311. 

 
 
 

  

The YMCA operates an After-School Care Program at St Francis of the Fields Primary School. The 

program operates every school day for children aged 5-12 years. The YMCA also provides care on 

days of school closure.  

Families can contact the service on 0459 988 313 or visit ‘My Family Lounge’ where you can register 

your child in advance for any bookings. any questions please contact stfrancis@ymca.org.au.   
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Oasis News….. 
The Garden Project 

We have been extremely lucky to get Leigh Cartwright (Linda Cartwright's husband) on board to help us in 

the design of our school garden for the OASIS program. He has designed a beautiful space that we are 

really excited about. We have also been successful with a grant from the Bendigo UFS of $5,000 to help 

fund the first stage of this project. We are really excited to share this design with the school community. 

 

 

 

 

Calling all Tradies and Weekend Warriors 

Last year, we had a really strong group of families help us move the Greenhouse from its original position 

to our new garden space. This year, we are beginning the second phase of the garden build and are in need 

of some trades people to assist. We are short of a lot of the tools needed to cut, drill and cement in sleepers 

to form our raised garden beds. If you are available to help, I will be working in the garden every Saturday 

from 10 - 1 starting on Saturday 18th June. I would love to see as many people as possible to come down 

and help wherever possible. 

If you are particularly skillful in this area and have battery operated equipment that you may be able to help 

with, could you please email me and let me know when you might be able to come and lend some assistance 

mbutcher@sfstrathfieldsaye.catholic.edu.au 

Matt Butcher 

Environment and Sustainability Teacher  

  

mailto:office@sfstrathfieldsaye.catholic.edu.au
http://www.sfstrathfieldsaye.catholic.edu.au/
mailto:mbutcher@sfstrathfieldsaye.catholic.edu.au


 

PH: 5439 3191       FAX: 5439 3192 EMAIL:  office@sfstrathfieldsaye.catholic.edu.au 13 
 HOME PAGE: www.sfstrathfieldsaye.catholic.edu.au 

Community News…. 
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