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Reminders 
Friday March 15 
 2D & 2P Class Mass @ 11.40am 
 25th Anniversary Meeting @ 12.30pm 
 Assembly @ 2.45pm 
Monday March 18 
 Yr 4 Camp @ Sovereign Hill 
 Learning Conversations 
Tuesday March 19 
 Yr 4 Camp 
 Learning Conversations 
 Fete Meeting @ 7.30pm 
Wednesday March 20 
 Learning Conversations 
Thursday March 21 
 Reconciliation Yr5-6 
 Learning Conversations 
 Eucharistic Minister Training 4-6pm 
Friday March 22 
 Caritas Ks 9.15 – 11am 
 Assembly @ 2.45pm 
 Learning Conversations  
 Needlepoint Progressive Dinner @ 5.30pm 
Monday March 25 
 Region Tennis – Swan Hill – Yr 6 
Wednesday March 27 
 School Board and P&F AGM @ 7.00pm 
Thursday March 28 
 Eucharistic Minister Training 4-6pm 
Friday March 29 
 Woodworking @ Braidies Tavern 
Sunday March 31 
 SCHOOL FETE 

11am – 2.30pm 
Monday April 1 
 SCHOOL PHOTOS – Full 

Uniform 
Friday April 5 
 Yr 6 Unit Mass 11.40am 
 END OF TERM - 2.20pm finish 

 

 

Tuckshop Roster 2019 
Week 7 – Hot Chicken & Gravy Roll, Popcorn, Drink 
Friday March 15 
9-11am Sarah Cail | Claire Mangan 
12-3pm Deb Eddy, Alice Nielson, Leah Pollock, 

Ange Oldham, Stef Passalick 
 
Week 8 – Pizza, Popcorn, Drink 
Monday March 18 
12-3pm Natasha Ward 
Friday March 22 

9-11am Stacy Dickson | Sarah Wills | Sara Rowe 
12-3pm Sally Arundell, Carlie Fleming, Trina 

Colville, Josie Sefton, Krista Phillips 
 
Week 9 – Chicken Balls, Gingerbread biscuit & 
  Drink 
Monday March 25 
12-3pm Bianca Schmidt 
Friday March 22 
9-11am Gillian Nelson | Georgina Stevens 
12-3pm Damien Short, Dan O’Bree, Kelly 

McDermott, Naomi Mannes, Amanda 
Pattinson, Laily Robinson 

 

Weekend Maintenance 

16-17 Mar Wingrave (5RD), Johnson (3GH), 
Malone (4H), Longford (1SS) 

23-24 Mar Lennon (Fdn B), Trewick (6B),  
 Allan (6D), Skipper (5W) 
30-31 Mar FETE WEEKEND 
 Higginbottom (Fdn B), Fox (5M), 

Parkinson (6FC), Fewings (1C) 
6-7 Apr TERM 1 BREAK 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“For it is in giving that we receive.”  St Francis of Assisi         
 
 
Dear Families, 
 

Project Compassion is Caritas Australia's annual Lenten 

fundraising and awareness-raising appeal. Millions of Australians 
come together in solidarity with the world's poor to help end poverty, 
promote justice and uphold dignity. I share with you a reminder of how 
lucky we are: 

 

If you woke up this morning with more health than illness …  

you are more blessed than the million who will not survive this week. 

If you have never experienced the danger of battle, the loneliness of 

imprisonment, the agony of torture, or the pangs of starvation … you 

are ahead of 500 million people in the world. 

If you can attend a church meeting without fear of harassment, 

arrest, torture, or death…  

you are more blessed than three billion people in the world. 

If you have food in the refrigerator, clothes on your back, a roof over 

your head and a place to sleep…  

you are richer than 75% of this world. 

If you have money in the bank, in your wallet, and spare change in a 

dish someplace…  

you are among the top 8% of the world’s wealthy. 

If your parents are still alive and still married… you are very rare. 

If you can read this message, you are more blessed than over two billion 

people in the world who cannot read at all. 

 

 
 

 
 
Assembly 
Several students from each of the Year 5 classes will lead our 
school assembly on Friday 8th March from 2.45pm in the Shed. All 
parents, grandparents and guardians are most welcome. 
 
 

School Camp - Year 4 
I thank the Year 4 staff for preparing the Sovereign Hill camp in 
Ballarat on Monday and Tuesday of next week. I will be 
attending this camp and am looking forward to learning about 
our rich history with our children!  

“To Live, Learn and Grow in God’s Love” 

  

“To Live, Learn and Grow in God’s Love” 

Newsletter No. 7 – March 14, 2019 
(Term 1 – Week 7) 

 

ST. FRANCIS OF THE FIELDS 

The Jaara people are the traditional custodians of the land on which we live.  They have lived here for thousands of years.  We commit to 

working for Reconciliation and justice for all Aboriginal people and to learning more about the Jaara people. 

mailto:office@sfstrathfieldsaye.catholic.edu.au
http://www.sfstrathfieldsaye.catholic.edu.au/


 

PH: 5439 3191       FAX: 5439 3192 EMAIL:  office@sfstrathfieldsaye.catholic.edu.au 2 
 HOME PAGE: www.sfstrathfieldsaye.catholic.edu.au 

School AGM 
All parents are welcome to attend our Annual General Meeting on 
Wednesday 27th March at 7.00pm. This is a time when our Parents and 
Friends Community and our School Board come together to celebrate the 
school community’s efforts over the previous year (2018).  
We will begin proceedings with a guest speaker, Mr. Craig Simpson, who will 
speak for 15-20 minutes about key learning strategies from the Science of 
Learning.  
Please come along and enjoy drinks and nibbles whilst learning about your 

school community. 
 
 

Medical Forms 
An email reminder has been sent to all families to ensure that parents log 
onto the Parent Access Module (PAM) to ensure all Medical Forms are 
completed and Health (Asthma, Anaphylaxis, Diabetes, etc) Action 
Plans.  At this stage many Medical Forms are missing. This will mean 
that children will not be able to attend excursions or camps! Please 
complete these online forms ASAP.  
 

It is also important that both parents/carers sign up to PAM. It is imperative for both caregivers to have their 
own account in order to give permission for events and also accessing school reports in the future. 
 

 

School Photographs 
On Monday 1 April, all children are required to be in their correct summer 
uniform (NO SPORTS UNIFORM) as we have our school photographs. 

Details will be in next week’s newsletter and on Flexibuzz for ordering photos. 
 

 

Emergency Practice 
Recently we held our first whole school emergency evacuation. We explained 
that this was simply a practice well prior to the event. All children, staff, 
volunteers and workers responded extremely well.  
  

Please note that we will hold at least one emergency practice each term. The type of practices will alternate 
depending on the proposed emergency scenario.  

 

 

CDF Pay - changes to payment options 
It has become evident that most families are using the Credit/Debit card option to 
access CDF Pay for their canteen orders.  We have decided to cease using the Bank 
Transfer option with CDF Pay.  If you are a family who has been using the Bank 
Transfer option, could you please update your details on CDF Pay to either Credit 
card or Debit card. 
We will ask CDF Pay to delete this option by 21st March, 2019.  This allows families 
to update their details by next week. 
 
 

 

Fete Committee  
There is only 17 days till our school fete!!!!  

  

Our Fete committee will next meet on Tuesday 19 March at 7.30pm in the school 
staff room. Please come along and support your child and school.    

 

 

mailto:office@sfstrathfieldsaye.catholic.edu.au
http://www.sfstrathfieldsaye.catholic.edu.au/


 

PH: 5439 3191       FAX: 5439 3192 EMAIL:  office@sfstrathfieldsaye.catholic.edu.au 3 
 HOME PAGE: www.sfstrathfieldsaye.catholic.edu.au 

St. Francis of the Fields’ 25th Anniversary  
This year our school will celebrate its 25th year Anniversary.  As part of our celebrations 
we have commissioned Terry Jarvis to paint a new statue of St. Francis of Assisi for us. 
I share with you some initial photographs: 
  

We would like to celebrate this milestone, by organising a day of celebrations.  If you 
are interested in being part of the organising team, I invite you to contact the office.  Our 
first meeting will be held on Friday 15th March at 12.30pm. 

 

  
 
Christ has no hands but yours.  
 
 
 
 
 
Tim Moloney 
Principal  
 
 
 

 
 
 

      Pastoral Wellbeing 
 
 

Circle Time 
At St. Francis of the Fields, we use Circle Time to bring the class together and learn about our Social and 
Emotional Learning.  Teachers aim to have Circle Time three to four times per week.  This could be 
scheduled for the morning or the afternoon depending on the classroom. 

Circle Time brings together teacher and children in an enjoyable atmosphere of cooperation.  It is a time set 
aside each week when children and their teacher sit in a circle and take part in games and activities designed 
to increase self awareness, awareness of others, self esteem, cooperation, trust and listening skills.  The 
activity helps everyone to understand what is important to them and their friends.  Children become more 
able to express their feelings and it encourages great tolerance between girls and boys.  As children learn 
more about themselves and each other a warm and supportive group atmosphere is built, along with 
improved relationships. 
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Circle Time Ethos and Benefits 
The ethos of Circle Time is positive, encouraging and non judgemental. 

Children thoroughly enjoy Circle Time. They appreciate the opportunity to be listened to and to know that 
their turn will come.  They enjoy hearing personal details about their teachers.  They love being encouraged 
to feel that they are important and likeable individually and collectively. 

To Summarise 

Circle Time encourages: 

 Cognitive skills such as ability to reflect, predict, question, concentrate, evaluate then recount in a 
concise manner, 

 Interpersonal skills such as the ability to listen, explain feelings and motives, empathise, 
encourage others in a positive way and speak publicly. 

 It encourages a compassionate, sensitive and accepting attitude to others, developed in a spirit of 
generosity, openness and caring. 

To do this: 

 Positive, simple rules are followed, 
 Positive, simple rules are followed, 
 Feelings are focused on, 
 Awareness of self and others encouraged, 
 No judgements are made (by teachers or children), 
 Personal responsibility is emphasised, 
 Each member is valued, 
 Everyone experiences sharing in a sensitive, positive yet fun way. (Bliss, T & Tetley, J 2004) 

 A great opportunity for our community -  

Making Parenting a Little Easier presented by DAN PETRO - Behaviour Analyst 

Parenting is a demanding task under any circumstances, and doing so when a child displays 

challenging behaviours increases the difficulty. These problem behaviour situations are often 

amplified as the child’s challenges can collide with typical developmental changes all children 

experience. Parents can become at odds with the child, or even between themselves, when 

searching for the best responses to these tough situations. Other children in the home can also 

be impacted, as the problem circumstances become a common part of their day. 

During this one-day workshop, participants will be provided with practical, flexible alternatives 

they can draw upon to teach new skills at home, help establish daily routines and effectively 

prevent or respond to challenging situations. 
 

When: SATURDAY 25 MAY (Bendigo) 

Where: Catholic Education Office (120 Hargreaves St Bendigo) 

Who: Parents, those parenting and anyone interested in learning. 

How: Contact Grace Scalora to book. gscalora@sfstrathfieldsaye.catholic.edu.au or phone: 

54393191 

 

Grace Scalora 
Deputy Principal - Pastoral Wellbeing 
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St Francis PE…. 

Divisional Swimming Championships: 

On Tuesday the 12th of March, we took 22 gems to the Bendigo East swimming pool for the divisional 

swimming championships. It was a wild and woolly March day! Kids teeth chattering, strong winds and even 

a shower, we had to call in Nanna Val’s blankets for reinforcements. We had exceptional results and left 

very proud of the efforts of each of our children. 
 

Results: 

 Jaidi Jackson Leahy- 50m Freestyle- 2nd , 50m Breaststroke- 3rd, 4X50m Relay- 1st, Medley 
Relay- 2nd. 

 Mia O’Keefe- 50m Freestyle- 2nd, 50m Backstroke- 3rd, 4X50m Relay- 2nd, Medley Relay- 4th. 

 Gen Nihill- Breastroke- 3rd in heat, 4X50m Relay- 2nd, Medley Relay- 4th. 

 Cameron Saltmarsh- 4X50m Relay- 1st. 

 Brodie Handcock- 4X50m Relay- 1st. 

 Bailey Warfe- 4X50m Relay- 1st, Medley Relay- 2nd. 

 Rossi Stevens- Medley Relay- 2nd. 

 Archie Edwards- Medley relay- 2nd. 

 Ciarah McDermott- 4X50m Relay- 2nd. 
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 Sophie Hughes- 4X50m Relay- 2nd, Medley Relay- 4th. 

 Lacey Wilkie- 50m Freestyle- 1st, 50m Breastroke- 1st, 4X50m Relay- 2nd, Medley Relay- 4th. 

 Layla Pearce- 50m Breastroke- 2nd, 4X50m Relay- 2nd. 
 Pacey Manderson- 50m Breaststroke- 2nd in heat. 

 Jake Schubert- 50m Backstroke- 3rd. 

 Joe Buchanan- 50m Breastroke- 1st in heat. 

 Lilly Hope- 4X50m Relay- 2nd. 

 Xavier Mannes- 50m Backstroke- 2nd, 4X50m Relay- 1st. 

 Mack Skinner- 50m Freestyle- 3rd, 50m Breastroke- 1st in heat, 4X50m Relay- 1st. 

 Teisha O’Rielly- 50m Breastroke- 2nd. 

 Aydan Hand- 4X50m Relay- 1st. 
 Tyce Griffin- 4X50m Relay- 1st. 
 Zahli Van Emmerick- 4X50m Relay- 2nd. 

 

 

Congratulations- Lacey, Jaidi, Bailey, Cameron, Brodie, Aydan, Tyce, Xavier and Mack on making it 

through to the next stage! We wish you all the best! 

 

Danielle Coates 

PE Coordinator 
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RE News….. 

Lenten Meditation 

Where: Chapel 

Time:  8.15am 

When: Each Wednesday in Lent: 20th, & 27th March.  

Come along and join the small group meditation. No experience needed!  
 

Eucharistic Minister Training 

Eucharistic Minister Training has been rescheduled for Thursday 28th March from 4-6pm in the 

Chapel. Please let me know if you are interested. Pass the word on - perhaps a grandparent or friend 

might like to do this. 

 

Reconciliation 

Students in Years 3 & 4 received the Sacrament of Reconciliation today. The 

Years 5 & 6 students will be participating in this sacrament next Thursday 

21st March. 

 

Project Compassion - Caritas K’s - Friday 22nd March 9.15-11am  

Project Compassion is our endeavour to put our compassion for those less fortunate into action. This 

year’s theme is HOPE – building hope for people and communities. 

Lives change when we give 100%! 

 

Each year we commit to participating in Caritas K’s. Students seek 

sponsorship to walk laps of our school property to raise money for 

people in the poorest parts of our world. Caritas are the humanitarian 

organisation who work to alleviate extreme poverty in our world.  

 

As we walk, students take turns to carry a bucket of water. In doing so, they raise their understanding 

of ‘walking in someone else’s shoes’- someone who may have to make the daily trip just to collect clean, 

safe water. All family members are invited to walk with us. We often have babies in prams, toddlers, 

parents and grandparents walk with us. We’ll meet on the basketball court at 9.15am. See you there! 
 

Kind regards, 
 

Kate Ellis 

Catholic Identity Leader 

Mathematics Leader F-2 
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Commonwealth School Banking.... every Tuesday  
Ange Oldham, Commonwealth School Banking Coordinator (0438 545 321) 

 

School Banking….. every Tuesday 

 
Scholastic Books  
Scholastic book orders for Issue 2 due in Friday 15th March.  

 
Jen Smith, Scholastic Books Coordinator (0438 500 285)  

 

St. Francis P&F Community 
Calling all Woodworkers & Needlepointers!! 
For those new to the school, we have two social groups for our parents –  
'Woodwork' is for the men and 'Needlepoint' is for the ladies. 
 
We get together each term to catch up, meet new parents, unwind and enjoy 
each other’s company.  Last year we enjoyed a progressive dinner, winery tour, 
pub nights and bike ride along the O’Keefe Trail, just to name a few.   
You can find out info of our upcoming events in the Newsletter or by joining our Facebook 
pages. Search up ‘Frankie’s Woodworkers’ and ‘Needlepoint Group’.  Tag other Parents and join in 
the fun! 
 
Otherwise, you can contact Leigh Stevens 0407865875 for Woodworking or Bek Stevens 0418103199 for 
Needlepoint.  

 
Needlepoint….. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Woodwork….. 
 

The first blokes Woodworking event for the year is locked in.  

Meet ‘n’ Greet @ Braidies Tavern on Friday 29 March. 

We've booked a few huts in the beer garden from 6pm, but feel free to pop in before or after.  

Swans v Crows on the screen. 

Hope to see all the old, and some new faces down there. 
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Dear parents  

Please take note of the following items: 

 After School Care need up-to-date asthma plans 
for all children who attend our program.  

 Please text Hazel in ASC if your child won’t be 
attending on a day they are booked in for.  

 For your child’s modesty, could they please wear 
sports knickers under dresses as we do a lot of 
activities outside on the climbing bars.  

 If any parents are collecting the Coles ‘Fresh 
Stikeez’ or the Woolworths ‘Disney Words’ and 
you have any spares, could you please donate 
them to Hazel at ASC.  

 
Thank you for your continued support.  
 
Hazel 

     

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

St. Francis After School Care – YMCA Bendigo 
Please note - all bookings and cancellations must be made through the Bendigo Regional YMCA before 12noon 

on 5444 6666.  Numbers are limited.  Bookings essential. 
After School Care at St. Francis of the Fields P.S. phone - 0459 988 313 (3.20pm – 6.00pm) 

YMCA contact: 
To book:  Children Services Department, Bendigo Regional YMCA 

www.bendigo.ymca.org.au Telephone: 5444 6666 
To register & enrol: bendigo.regional@ymca.org.au for application/enrolment forms 
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St Francis Sporting Clubs 
Netball…. 

Tracey Turner 
President, St Francis Netball Club, 0400 137 501 
 

 

Basketball…. 

St Francis Basketball Club Fundraiser – Friday 5 April – Last day of 
Term 1. 
Please look out for order forms sent home last week. Extra forms are 

available from the Office. 

Note order forms and money due back to school by Monday 25 March. 

Vegan and GF options will be available. Volunteers will be needed on the day 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Football….. 
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Tuckshop News - Repeat 
 Even if you have ordered through CDF Pay, please 

write the full order on the bag and mark 'Paid CDF'. 
Include extra items eg: Chocolate milk, Choc Chip 
Biscuit etc. This so that our helpers can cross check 
against the online order print-out. 
 

 There has been a slight price rise from last year due to 
the increasing cost of food. 

 
 

 It is expected by the beginning of Term 2 for all 
tuckshop orders to be placed using the CDF Pay 
system. No cash will be accepted after this time. 
 
Donna Stebbins & Fiona Thompson 
Tuckshop Coordinators 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
St. Francis Playgroup 
The St Francis Playgroup meets Monday mornings (during the school term) at 9am to 10.30am. Now that 
our new classrooms are completed, Playgroup is meeting again back in the Community Centre. 
 

The Coordinators are Kate Fraser 0438 288 473 and Alice Nielsen 0407 318 277. 
Playgroup is also on Facebook.... St Francis of the Fields Playgroup 

  
 

 

 

  

Uniform Shop Hours 

Monday & Thursday 
morning (8.30am-

10.00am) 
Wednesday Afternoon 

(3.00pm-4.00pm) 
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Face painting at our school fete – 

Have you ever thought about volunteering to help face paint at the fete? 
We’d love your help. There are professional face painters working on the 

day who you can learn from and we have some simple designs to copy. 

If you’re interested and would like to have a practice before the day, please contact me on 0419000465 and 
we can arrange a time to brush up on some techniques (BYO child to practice on – they’ll love it). 

Justine O’Bree,  Co-ordinator Face-painting. 
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Please support the following businesses –  

2019 St Francis Fete Sponsors 
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Community News…. 
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