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Reminders 
Friday April 23 
 Assembly @ 2.45pm 
Sunday April 25 
❑ ANZAC DAY 
Monday April 26 
❑ State Swimming Championship - Melb 
Tuesday April 27 
 Fdn AFL Clinic @ 11.30am 
Wednesday April 28 
 Engagement of Volunteers Interview session 

@ 8.15 – 8.30am 
 Baseball Clinic Yr4&5 
Thursday April 29 
   Engagement of Volunteers Interview session  

@ 8.15 – 8.30am 
 School Cross Country @ 9.15am 
 P&F Meeting @ 7.30pm 
Friday April 30 
 2D & 2S Mass @ 11.45am 
Wednesday May 5 
 Division Cross Country 
 Engagement of Volunteers Interview session 

@ 3.45 – 4.15pm 
 School Advisory Council meeting 
Thursday May 6 
 Engagement of Volunteers Interview session 

@ 8.15 – 8.45am 
 Mother’s Day Stall 
Friday May 7 
 Mother’s Day Mass Fdn-Yr2 @ 11.45am 
 Assembly @ 2.45pm 
Sunday May 9 
 HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY 
Monday May 10 
 SCHOOL OPEN WEEK 
 Principal Learning Tour @ 5pm 
 Daily student led tours 9am – 3.20pm 
Tuesday May 11 
 Principal Learning Tour @ 9.30am 
 Daily student led tours 9am – 3.20pm 
Wednesday May 12 
 Principal Learning Tour @ 12.30pm 
 Daily student led tours 9am – 3.20pm 
Thursday May 13 
 Daily student led tours 9am – 3.20pm 
 School Information Evening @ 7.30pm 
Friday May 14 
 Daily student led tours 9am – 3.20pm 
 2M & 2P Mass @ 11.45am 

 

Tuckshop 2021 
Term 2 - Week 1  
Friday April 23 
12-3pm Hollie Warren, David Perrin,  
 Kellie Gibson 
Week 2  
Thursday April 29 
12-3pm Karen Lunney 
Friday April 30 
12-3pm Sally Arundell, Bree Bortolotto 
 
Week 3  
Thursday May 6 
12-3pm Jess McKinley 
Friday May 7 
12-3pm Lisa Phillips, Keysha den Hartog,  
 Ange Oldham 

 
Weekend Maintenance 
24-25 Apr Jubber (5W), Behrens (5W),  

 Frawley (5W) 

1-2 May Loorham (6W), Van Dillen (6T), 

Kanzamar (4Z) 

8-9 May Norman (6T), Barnes (1SA), 

 Bortolotto (6D) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“For it is in giving that we receive.”  St Francis of Assisi         
 
 
Dear Families, 
 
Welcome back to Term 2. I hope you have enjoyed a restful and 
reflective Easter break.  It's wonderful to be back. The children have 
many activities to look forward to during Term 2.  

  
Every year on ANZAC day, we are reminded of the 
sacrifices our forebears made for us.  We live in 
freedom and peace because they went to war.  As we 
listen to the Last Post or attend a dawn service, let us 

give thanks for the courage and heroism so many showed on the 
battlefield.  Let us think back to the story of Jack Simpson and his 
donkey and the sacrifice of one man for his fallen mates in 
Gallipoli.  Sometimes it is stories such as these which assume mythic 
status in a country’s history because they remind us of the best we 
can be as human beings and the way we can love each other, whether 
in war or in peace. (Ann Rennie)  
 

Lord God,  

Help us this day to remember the sacrifice of the first 

ANZACs, Australian and New Zealander, and the generations 

of men, women and children who have died in the cause of liberty 

and peace. 

Help us to remember those who still bear the physical and mental 

scars and disabilities of their service. 

Help us to remember the widows, girlfriends, parents and orphans 

and all those who waited in vain for the return of a loved one. 

Help us to remember the mateship, agony, courage and 

compassion of war service, but save us from ever glorifying the 

horror and tragedy of war. 

Lord God, help us to remember. 

Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“To Live, Learn and Grow in God’s Love” 

  

“To Live, Learn and Grow in God’s Love” 

Newsletter No. 6 – April 22, 2021 
(Term 2 – Week 1) 

 

ST. FRANCIS OF THE FIELDS 

The Jaara people are the traditional custodians of the land on which we live.  They have lived here for thousands of years.  We commit to 

working for Reconciliation and justice for all Aboriginal people and to learning more about the Jaara people. 

mailto:office@sfstrathfieldsaye.catholic.edu.au
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2022 Enrolment Process 

To assist families in making an informed decision about enrolling their children at St. 
Francis of the Fields for 2022 the following sessions will be held on school grounds. 
Please note that enrolments will be accepted from Monday 3 May and will close on June 
18.  
 

Enrolment application forms can be accessed on our school website. School Website link 

 
Parents/Guardians may attend any of the following sessions on the proviso they are well. If they have any 
Covid-19 symptoms they will be required to make a separate appointment once they are well. 
  

School Information Evening 

• Thursday 13th May @ 7.30 pm in the Community Centre 

 

School Open Week 

• May 10th - May 14th  (9.00 - 3.20pm) Student led tours.  

 

Principal Learning Tours 

• Monday 10th May, 2021 @ 5.00pm. Meet at the office. 
• Tuesday 11th May, 2021 @ 9.30am. Meet at the office.  
• Wednesday 12th May, 2021 @ 12.30pm. Meet at the office.  

 

Orientation Day & Foundation Parent Information Session  
Tuesday 7th December, 2021 @ 12.00pm 

 
Prep Orientation Program Dates 

• To be confirmed (usually held in November) 

  
Uniform Changeover REPEAT 

The weather, over the next 6-8 weeks, can vary greatly in temperature.  Subsequently, for the first four 
weeks of Term 2 students are still able to wear either the summer or winter uniform.  Please note all students 
are required to be in the Winter Uniform by Monday 10 May. 

  
Term 2 Dates 

• 10 - 14 May - Open Week 

• Friday 21 May - Staff Spirituality Day (Pupil Free Day) 

• Monday 14 June - Queen’s Birthday Holiday  
  
School ANZAC Service 
On Friday 23 April our school will come together at our school assembly to hold our own 
ANZAC Day commemorative service. We thank our Year 4 students who will lead the service 
and the assembly.  Thanks must also go to Lisa Hitchcock and the Year 4 teachers for 
coordinating the service.  
Special thanks to Ty-Rae Warren and Maddie Mawby and their families who will represent our school at 
the ANZAC service on Sunday. 

 
School Cross Country - Thursday 29 April 

Next Thursday we will hold our School Cross Country.  The children have been busy practising 
for this event with their teachers.  We thank Mrs Danielle Coates for her thorough planning 
and preparation of the children.  I’m sure there will be a great buzz in the school on this 
day.  Due to the School Cross Country being an outdoor event, we are able to have parents 
and grandparents attend. We are excited to invite parents and grandparents. In order to do 

this, we need to ensure that all adults attending the event sign in using our school QR 
Codes.   The QR Codes will be set up on tables near the goal posts on the oval.  We also need 

to maintain social distancing through the event. We hope to see many of you there cheering and 
supporting the children.  
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Mother’s Day Mass - Friday 7 May 

The Foundation, Year 1 and Year 2 students will be hosting the Mother’s Day Mass this 
year.  This will be a great time to celebrate mothers, grandmothers and special people 
in the children’s lives.  Due to catering purposes and Covid regulations we ask that you 
register your intention to attend via this link.  Mother’s Day Mass Attendance  
We look forward to celebrating this special day together. 

 
P & F Meeting – Thursday 29 April @ 7.30pm 

We will hold our P & F meeting next week, Thursday 29 April, in our staffroom.  The P & F 
committee does an amazing job of fundraising for our school, so that we can purchase 
resources for our students.  All parents are welcome to attend.  We look forward to seeing 
our existing members along with some new faces next week. Please click on this link to 
access the agenda - P&F meeting minutes - April 29, 2021 

 

Shed Unavailability   

Please note the school shed will be unavailable for the following dates in Term 2: 

- Thursday 6 May – No after school training permitted 

- Friday 7 May – No recess training permitted 

- Monday 17 May – Sun 30 May – Deb Balls 

- Thursday 10 June – No after school training permitted 

- Friday 11 June – No recess training permitted  

 
Regards 
 
 
 
 
Grace Scalora 
Deputy Principal 
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During ‘normal’ (non Covid times), we are so fortunate to have so many 

parents, grandparents and members of our community who come into 

our school to volunteer.  All of our volunteers MUST complete the 

relevant documentation before coming into the school and helping out. 
  

In order to meet the Child Safe Standards, the school requires all 

volunteers in our school to complete the Engagement of Volunteers 

documentation. Part of the requirement is to attend an interview process at the school.  

(This is an informal chat in the staffroom with either Tim Moloney or Grace Scalora)  
  

During the interview process you will:  

- Complete the Engagement of Volunteers documentation  

- discuss and sign the school’s Code of Conduct document  

- discuss the school’s Child Safety Policy.   

- we will answer any concerns or queries you have. 

- complete the short interview process (informal chat)  
  

What do you need to bring? 

• The Working with Children Act 2005 (Vic) requires that any person 

doing child-related work, must have a valid Working with Children 

Check (WWCC).  The school already requires that all school volunteers 

are required to apply for and pass a WWCC.  There is no cost for 

volunteers applying for a WWCC.  See the link below to apply for a 

WWCC 

  http://www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au/home/applications/ 

• Proof of Identification eg. driver’s licence. 
 

 

 Please see the dates below for you to attend one of these sessions.  Once you have attended one of 

these sessions, you will receive an official letter stating that you are a volunteer in our school. 
 

Wednesday, 28 April @ 8.15 - 8.30am 

Thursday, 29 April @ 8.15 - 8.30am 

Wednesday, 5 May @ 3.45 - 4.15pm 

Thursday, 6 May @ 8.15 - 8.45am 
 

If you can’t make any of these times, please contact Grace Scalora via email to make alternative 

arrangements. (gscalora@sfstrathfieldsaye.catholic.edu.au) 
  

 

After this short process, you will be able to help in and around the school.  This process sounds like a 

difficult or lengthy one however, it isn’t, and it is ensuring that the safety of our students is at the 

forefront of everything that we do.   We are not able to run events or school activities without the 

help of our community.  We are asking all our parents and carers to please complete the necessary 

application form.  We are extremely grateful for the support and help of our parent volunteers in our 

school.  

mailto:office@sfstrathfieldsaye.catholic.edu.au
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Raising girls in today’s modern world can be a difficult path for parents 

and carers to navigate. These days, girls are transitioning to puberty a 

lot earlier than they used to and the physical, psychological and 

emotional changes they experience are challenging. As a result, by mid-

adolescence, girls are twice as likely to develop mood disorders more so 

than boys. 

 

Some parents and carers may feel uncertain about how best to support 

their daughter through the ups and downs of adolescence and how to 

keep the lines of communication open. With the rise of social media and technology, mental health 

difficulties in girls are increasing as often they are faced with online images that make it difficult to 

see themselves as acceptable. Ensuring a daughter’s opinions are heard and her views listened to, will 

go a long way towards making her feel loved and supported as she tries to establish her own identity. 

 

In this edition of SchoolTV, adult carers will attain a clearer picture of what girls are wanting from 

their adult carers and how best to support them through adolescence. We hope you take time to 

reflect on the information offered in this month’s edition, and we always welcome your feedback. 

 

If you do have any concerns about the wellbeing of your child, please contact the school for further 

information or seek medical or professional help. 

 

Here is the link to this month's edition 

https://sfstrathfieldsaye.catholic.schooltv.me/newsletter/raising-girls 

Regards, 
  

Grace Scalora 

Deputy Principal - Pastoral Wellbeing. 
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RE News…. 
Sacramental Program - Confirmation & First Eucharist 

Thank you to all the students and families who participated in our Term 1 Sacramental Program. 

Congratulations to the sacramental candidates on making their First Reconciliation. Thank you to the 

teacher volunteers and the Parish Sacramental Team for coordinating the program for our families.   

 

This term, we continue our Faith Journey with our students beginning their preparation for 

Confirmation and First Eucharist for 2021. Last week, an email was sent from the Parish to all 

families enrolled in the Term 1 program. However, registrations are still open for children in Grade 3 

and above.  

 

Information evenings for the parents of the candidates will be held at 7.30pm on Tues or Wed 27/28 

April and the Steps in Faith workbook collection begins from the weekend 1 and 2 May. Contact Joe 

Van Dillen at pa.kennington@gmail.com if you require any further information about the program or would 

like to enrol your child. 

 
Mother's Day Mass 

The Foundation, Year 1 and 2 classes will be hosting our Mother's Day Mass on Friday 7 May at 
11:45am. Families from these Year levels are invited to attend the Mass. Please RSVP your attendance 
using the following link.  Mother’s Day Mass Attendance  
 

 

School ANZAC Service 
On Friday 23 April, our school will come together at our school assembly to hold our own ANZAC day 
commemorative service. We thank our Year 4 students who will lead the service and the assembly.   

 
Ode of Rememberance 

"They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old; Age 
shall not weary them, nor the years condemn. At the going 

down of the sun and in the morning. We will remember 
them." 

Lest we forget. 

 

God of peace and love, 
your Son Jesus shows us how to be peacemakers in our words and deeds. Help us to 

respect and understand one another, to see each other as equals 
and to look for peaceful ways to solve our problems. 

May we be focused on building right relationships with each other 
so that our communities can be strong in peace and understanding. 

We ask this prayer in Jesus’ name. Amen 

 

Lisa Hitchcock 

Catholic Identity Leader 
 

mailto:office@sfstrathfieldsaye.catholic.edu.au
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PE News….. 
CROSS COUNTRY 2021 – Thursday 29 April @ 9.15am  

On Thursday 29 April, we will have our school Cross Country. While running isn’t 

everyone’s favourite thing to do, it’s important that all children at St Francis of the 

Fields participate. If your child is concerned about the run, perhaps you could take 

them for a run around the course and help boost their confidence and capacity to 

complete the run. They will be given opportunities to practice their running as part 

of PE, however as we know, the more exposure we have to something we find challenging, the more 

comfortable we are with it. Your support in giving your child the best chance to be successful on the day 

would be greatly appreciated.  

Start time: 9.15am 

Start location: Varies depending on age group.  

End location: On oval near sandpit- school end. 

Order of events: 12/13 year olds and work our way down. 

Starting times are definite, we will not begin an age group until 

their designated start time.  

We will let the boys off first, wait a couple of minutes, then begin the girls. 

 

Year 6: 12/13 year olds (9.15am start) 3kms  

Year 5: 11 year olds (9.25am start) 3kms  

Year 4: 10 year olds (9.40am start) 2kms  

Year 3: 9 year olds (9.50am start) 2kms  

Year 2: 8 year olds (10.05am start) 2kms  

Year 1: 7 year olds (10.15am start) 1km  

Foundation: 6 year olds (10.25am start) 600metres  

 

Coffee will be available to purchase on this day.  

 

Parents/Spectators – Please note:  
During this year's cross country, parents/spectators will be required to maintain appropriate Covid social 
distancing, sign in using the QR codes and use hand sanitizer which will be at the tables located near the 
goal posts for everyone to access.  

 
Regional Tennis 
On the 22nd of March I went to compete in Swan Hill for a Regional Tennis 
competition. I played 5 sets! The first set I won 4-2. But I lost the last 4. The scores 
were 4-1, 4-2, 4-0, 4-2. Although I didn’t make it through it was a great experience 
and I had a lot of fun.  

Written by Maurice Nihill 6D 
 

Mrs Coates- PE Coordinator 

 

 

OASIS News…. 

OASIS Website 

For parents and our school community, you can follow along on our school journey by visiting our new 

website. This will keep you up to date with all the news and events that are happening in the OASIS program. 

https://sites.google.com/sfstrathfieldsaye.catholic.edu.au/oasis  

Matt Butcher  

Environment and Sustainability Teacher/OASIS Coordinator   

mailto:office@sfstrathfieldsaye.catholic.edu.au
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Year 4 Camp! 
On Thursday 25th of March 2021 I had Year 4 camp! I had to wake up early because the bus left at 8:00am 

so I got to school at 7:45am. Once we got our bags under the bus we headed off to Sovereign Hill. 

It was a bit boring for the first part of being on the bus and I was about to fall asleep when we stopped 

at Castlemaine for a fruit break. I got out and ate my banana that I had packed. After we ate we got on 

the bus for the last part of the very long drive. When we got there we put our night bags in the storage 

room because our rooms weren’t ready yet. 

Once we were done we got into our walking groups and I was in Mr Moloney’s group. Our first stop was the 

toilets and an old church which was the school. Our second stop was my favourite - the LOLLY SHOP! I got 

a packet of freckles, two lolly pops and three toffee umbrellas. It was all so delicious. Stop number three 

was where they made coffins back in the olden days. 

 Stop number four was Red Hill mine, we got to go underground and a voice told us when to keep going and 

when to stop. we learnt that one miner found the biggest golden nugget in the world. I had a really good 

time after we went to the lolly shop for the second time and stopped at the playground for recess. There 

was a pirate ship playground which was fun and had a really big slide. We got on a pathway and found an 

olden day policeman, he invited us to his gun firing. We went at 2:30pm to the firing. The gun he used was 

really loud! 

After that we went into our cabins and had a shower and got ready for dinner and the trivia night. We had 

butter chicken with rice for dinner at the New York Bakery. After the trivia night we went to bed. 

Friday was the day we left camp. The last two stops were Red Hill mine and the lolly shop. The bus came 

to pick us up and that was Year 4 camp done! Thank you to all of the adults and teachers that came with 

us, it was a fantastic camp. 
  

By Indianna Houghton 4JM 
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The Victorian Equestrian Interschool Competition 

During the Easter holidays, the Victorian Equestrian Interschool 
Championships  were held in Werribee.  St. Francis of the Fields was lucky 
enough to have Anna Bridge (1M) represent the school.  Anna rode her 
equally gorgeous Shetland Pony ‘Chesapeake Park Calendar Girl’ known 
as Kiki at home. Anna had a huge field in her classes.  She was the only 
year one competitor and the youngest competitor against mostly grade five 
and six students.    

Anna competed in multiple events over the week, including Preparatory 
Dressage tests, and the showing events.  (Dressage is a bit like dancing in 
the sand and doing certain assigned movements at a letter. This is then 
judged by two judges and a certain mark is given for each 
movement.)  Anna was extremely successful over the weekend receiving a 
2nd and 4th in her Dressage (Reserve Champion overall).  Anna then 
competed in the Show Horse classes.  Here she had to ride a set workout 
assigned by the judge in a ridden, rider and handler class.  

Anna showed that even in her sporting commitments she was able to show 
our school values.  Always striving to ‘Be her Best’, as well as showing ‘Respect to All’.  Anna was most 
gracious receiving her winnings and was very happy for her fellow competitors.  Our school community is 
extremely proud to have such a young and dedicated student competing at this level at such a prestigious 
event.  Congratulations Anna!! 

 
For any student who is wanting to compete for the school in any upcoming Interschool Equestrian events 

please contact Miss Maud.  Students who are interested must be a part of either PCAV or Equestrian 

Victoria for insurance purposes.  The next upcoming Interschool event will be held in Elmore on July 3rd and 

4th.  mmaud@sfstrathfieldsaye.catholic.edu.au 

 
Scholastic Books  

Issue #3 was been sent home with children yesterday. Orders need to be returned 
to school or ordered via LOOP by Friday 30th April. 
 
If you would like your books to be left at the office for collection, please send an email to 
office@sfstrathfieldsaye.catholic.edu.au and we will let you know when the items are available for collection.  
 
Thank you for your continued support. 
Michelle Janssen & Stephanie Wade, Scholastic Books Coordinators 

 
Tuckshop News….. 

We are now able to have parent helpers in our tuckshop again!!!  

We need 1 helper every Thursday and 2 helpers every Friday. You would be required from 

12.30pm until approx 2.30 - 3.00pm.  

If you would like to go on the roster, please send a text message to Fiona on 0400 072 311. 

The current Term 2 Menu and Roster is on our school website - Term 2 Menu & Roster 

Remember to place individual orders for each child. Do not combine the orders under one child’s 

name. 
 

We are also happy to have a chat with any parents who may have concerns about their child's food 

related allergies and our current menu options. 
 

Fiona (0400 072 311) & Donna (0408 051 979)  Tuckshop Coordinators. 
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YMCA – After School Care 
 

 

 

  

The YMCA operates an After-School Care Program at St Francis of the Fields Primary School. The program  

operates every school day for children aged 5-12 years. The YMCA also provides care on days of school closure.  

Families can contact the service on 0459 988 313 or visit ‘My Family Lounge’ where you can register your child 

in advance for any bookings. any questions please contact stfrancis@ymca.org.au.   
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Community News…. 
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