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Reminders 
Thursday 16 February 
 Learning Conversations 

 Catholic Swimming Sports 
@ Bendigo East Pool 

Friday 17 February 
 Assembly @ 2.45pm over the PA 

Saturday 18 February 
 Marong Cup 
Monday 20 February 
 Engagement of Volunteer Interviews @ 

8.15am 

Tuesday 21 February 
 Shrove Tuesday 

 Engagement of Volunteer Interviews @ 
8.15am 

 Burning of the Palms @ 10.30am 

Wednesday 22 February 
 Foundation Rest Day 

 Ash Wednesday Liturgy @ 11.00am 

Friday 24 February 
 Assembly @ 2.45pm 

Wednesday 1 March 
 Foundation Rest Day 

Thursday 2 March 
 SCHOOL PHOTOS 

Friday 3 March 
 SCHOOL PHOTOS 

Wednesday 8 March 
 Foundation Rest Day 

Friday 10 March 
 PUPIL FREE DAY – Staff Spirituality Day 

Monday 13 March 
 Labour Day Public Holiday 

Tuesday 14 March 
 Foundation start attending full time 
 Regional Swimming Championships 

Friday 17 March 
 St Patricks Feast Day 

 Caritas K’s 

 Assembly @ 2.45pm 

 
Tuckshop 2021 – Term 4 
Week 4 
Thurs 16 Feb 
 12.30 – 3pm Bec O’Sullivan 
Friday 17 Feb 
 12.30 – 3pm Chantal Bennallack 
    Nicole Emmerson 
    Amy McLennan 

Week 5 
Thurs 23 Feb 
 12.30 – 3pm Casey Simpson 
Friday 24 Feb 
 12.30 – 3pm Kate Fitzgibbon 
    Chantelle Flynn 
    Renee Jet 

Week 6 
Thurs 2 Mar 
 12.30 – 3pm Marnie O’Bree 
Friday 3 Mar 
 12.30 – 3pm Kim Kelly 
    Kate Fraser  
    Joelene McSwain 

 
Weekend Maintenance 
18-19 Feb Anderson (4O), Whytcross (1S), 

 Hudson (Fdn D) 
25-26 Feb Bennallack (5W), Pollock (5D), 

 Coombes (2D) 
4-5 Mar Dalrymple (Fdn BW), Mitting (Fdn A), 

 Mazzarino (1AJ) 
11-12 Mar Lennon (4Z), Deacon (5W),  
  Dickman (Fdn A) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“True progress quietly and persistently moves along 
without notice.” 

St Francis of Assisi         
Dear Families, 
 
There may be times in our life when we become so busy that we 
do not take the time to cherish the blessings that are part of our 
every day. I can honestly say I feel blessed to be part of the St. 
Francis of the Fields community. The Aaronic Blessing below 
helps remind us that our Lord is with us every day, if we care to 
notice.  

 

The Lord bless you 

and keep you; 

the Lord make His face shine upon you 

and be gracious to you; 

the Lord turn His face toward you 

and give you peace. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Marong Cup 
The Marong Cup will be held on Saturday 18 February from 11.00am. 
 
I hope our families are able to take advantage of the many children’s 
rides as well as the delicious food and drinks provided on the day.  
 
Please come along and enjoy a great afternoon. This is the first 
fundraiser of the school year – we normally receive approximately 
$5,000 donation from the Marong Cup Committee in return for our 
parents working for a short period of time on a stall.  

  

“To Live, Learn and Grow in God’s Love” 

Newsletter No. 2 – Feb 16, 2023 
(Term 1 – Week 4) 

 

ST. FRANCIS OF THE FIELDS 

The Jaara people are the traditional custodians of the land on which we live.  They have lived here for thousands of years.  We commit to 

working for Reconciliation and justice for all Aboriginal people and to learning more about the Jaara  

 

people. 
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I thank Jayson Carroll who has offered to coordinate the school relay for all schools - much appreciated! 
 

I also thank the members of our school relay team: 

1. Danielle Coates (Teacher) 
2. Shannon Dillon (Teacher) 
3. Emmalene Pollock (Student) 
4. Matt Jennings (Student) 
5. Sally Jennings (Parent) 
6. Leah Pollock - TBC (Parent) 

I hope you bring home the bacon! 
 

Uniform damage recall 
It is very clear to our families and uniform committee that at least one of the batches of new polo shirts has 
worn poorly in a very short period of time.  
 

I have spoken with the uniform company and they are: 

1. Replacing damaged uniform 
2. Testing the two batches of uniform made to see if the problem was with one or both batches. 
3. Rectifying the problem once determined. 

I will also be meeting with the company next week to ensure we are provided with the very best quality 
uniform.  
 

I am grateful to the families who have shared their concerns with me. Thank you.  
 

Please return all damaged uniforms to the uniform shop and you will receive new uniforms. 
 

I apologise for this inconvenience.  

 
Pupil Free Days 
All Catholic Schools are allocated Pupil Free Days each year. These days are 
generally used to focus on the professional development that staff members require 
to achieve the Strategic and Operational Goals set each year. In order for this to 
happen the school is closed for the day, though Day Care will be provided through 
YMCA if enough student interest is registered.  
 

Our Pupil Free Days for the year are as follows: 
• Friday 10 March  Staff spirituality Day 
• Friday 5 May   Staff Writing PD - 7 Steps 
• Friday 26 May   Staff Maths Conference (at St. Francis of the Fields School) 
• Friday 14 July    Wellbeing PD day 
• Friday 24 November  2024 Planning Day 
• Wednesday 20 December 2024 Planning day 

 

Please note that we do NOT have the two Pupil Free Days in November on Monday and Tuesday - I hope 
that this does not cause problems for parents booking a long weekend away. 

 
Swimming Sports 
Thank you to our parent volunteers and teachers for helping at our Swimming 
Sports last week.  Also a big thank you to our students who participated 
extremely well and had a great day.  I want to make a special mention to 
Danielle Coates for her organisation and preparation leading up to and on the 
day. Thanks also to Kate Zealley for supporting Danielle in the preparation. 
Thank you ladies. 

 
Strath Transit Bus 
All parents of those children who have travelled on the Strath Transit Bus have been emailed a link to 
complete a form.  This form gives permission for your child to walk to the bus stop which is in front of the 
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post office and travel from this stop.  It is important that parents are aware that this bus also comes to school 
and the children who access it from school are supervised until the bus is onsite.  We require any child who 
is not getting the bus from school to have written permission to catch the bus in front of the post office.  For 
those that may have not received the link, please find it attached.  

 

Assembly - Change of time due to heat 
6W will lead our first school assembly on Friday 17 February from 2.45pm over the PA. Unfortunately, 
due to the extreme heat predicted tomorrow, we cannot hold the assembly in the shed. 

 
 
 
Christ has no hands but yours.  
 
 
 
 
Tim Moloney 

Principal 
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Pastoral Wellbeing… 
Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

We need you back as a part of our school community! 

 

Over the last two and half years, we have been unable to have 

parents onsite or engaged in our school community.  We are looking forward to our parent 

community  re-engaging with our school. Parent engagement helps students, schools, parents 

and the community to work together to maximise student learning and wellbeing. Parent 

engagement in schools is closely linked to better student behavior, higher academic 

achievement, and enhanced social skills.  

 

We are really wanting our school community to reconnect with us and be involved in all aspects 

of our St. Francis of the Fields school life.  Eg. volunteering for swimming sports, helping out 

in the canteen, being part of our P & F Committee, being a Parent Representative for your 

child’s class, a member of the Advisory council, etc   

 

If you can be involved in our school in any way, please connect with us.  To be on our school 

site, there is a simple online process that must be completed to protect our students.  This 

includes you having a current Working with Children Card (WWCC) and the school having a 

copy of your driver’s licence.  Please go to our school website and click on the ‘volunteers’ 

tab.   

 

Part of the volunteer process is having a one-off school induction interview with me.  This is 

a simple and quick chat about how to go about volunteering at our school. 

 

For existing volunteers, the requirement is just  to refresh ourselves with the Code of 

Conduct at the beginning of each year by reading and signing the document which is available 

on our school website and then uploading via the existing volunteer survey.  This is a simple 

process and existing volunteers are NOT required to have the school induction interview 

again. 

 

School Induction interview times are as follows: 

• Monday, 20 February @ 8.15am 

• Tuesday, 21 February @ 8.15am 

• Monday, 27 February @ 9am 

• Tuesday, 28 February @ 8.15am 

• Wednesday, 8 March @ 9am 

• Thursday, 9 March @ 8.15am 

 

We would love you to be part of your child’s school community.  

Regards, 

Grace Scalora 

Deputy Principal  
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RE News….. 
Shrove Tuesday - Burning of the Palms & Pancakes 
On Shrove Tuesday 21 February, we will have our classes making pancakes, as is the tradition for Shrove 
Tuesday to use up all the yummy ingredients before Lent begins, at different times throughout the day and 
the Burning of the Palms at 10:30 am in the shed. Students will make their Lenten Promises in class to burn 
with the palms for our Ash Wednesday ashes. These promises are what they will try to do throughout Lent 
to renew their lives and their connection to Jesus.  
We invite our families to join us for our liturgy at 10:30 am.   
 
As our school's tradition, each class has asked for parent volunteers to help cook their pancakes. All 
volunteers need to have completed the Engagement of Volunteers at St Francis of the Fields to be able to 
volunteer at school. Here are the BBQ cooking times for each year level. If you are able to help out please 
email your child's teacher.  

 
Shrove Tuesday Pancake BBQ Roster 

9.30 – 10.00am  Year 2 

10.30 - 11.00am  Year 4 

11.30am – 12.10pm  Year 6 

12.10 – 12.50pm  Year 1 

12.50 – 1.30pm  Year 5 

2.20 – 3.00pm   Year 3 

 

 
 
Lent - Ash Wednesday 
On Ash Wednesday 22 February, the liturgical season of Lent begins. We invite 
our families to join us for our Liturgy of the Word at 11:00 am in the shed. On 
this day we begin our Lenten journey by marking ourselves with ash. We will use 
the ash from the palms and Lenten Promises we burn on Shrove Tuesday. The 
forty-day Season of Lent concludes on Holy Thursday evening with the 
Celebration of the Mass of the Lord’s Supper. It's a period of renewal and 
preparation as we journey towards the Resurrection at Easter. As followers of 
Jesus, we look to live out our faith every day, but during Lent, we seek to renew 
or deepen our faith.   
 
Why not give something up for Lent as a family and get your friends and family 
to sponsor you for Project Compassion? The money you might save from 
not buying takeaway coffee, chocolate or ice-cream could be donated to Project 
Compassion. 

 
Lenten Retreat at school  
During Lent, we will have a weekly Lenten Retreat for staff and parents, including prayer and meditation. 

Each Wednesday morning you are invited to join us in the chapel at 8:15 
am for 15 minutes of quiet, reflective time to stop and be still, to pray and 
contemplate. We hope that this time will provide you with an opportunity 
for spiritual renewal during the season of Lent.  

 

 
 
Project Compassion  
Next week, as we begin the season of Lent with Ash Wednesday, we also have  the 
beginning of the annual Caritas Australia Project Compassion Appeal.  

Donations to Project Compassion allow Caritas Australia, the Catholic Agency for 
International Aid and Development, to work with local communities around the world to 
end poverty, promote justice and uphold dignity. 
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The theme of Project Compassion 2023 is ‘For All 
Future Generations’ and reminds us that the good 
we do today extends to impact the lives of 
generations to come. It invites us to make the world 
a better place by working together now and finding 
long-term solutions to global issues.  We encourage 
you to put your compassion into action this Lent 
through prayer, fasting and almsgiving in support of 
Project Compassion. Each family will receive a QR 
code to St Francis of the Fields' Online Fundraising 
Webpage. All classes will have a collection box if 
students would like to bring along any money they 
save from their Lenten Promises.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Caritas Ks 
We will once again be holding our annual Caritas Ks. This will be held on Friday, 17 March. Our goal is to 
raise $7000 in 2023! We invite our families to join us on this walk to raise awareness and funds for the many 
vulnerable communities that Caritas supports.  
 
**** This year we will not be using the Caritas Ks books to fundraise. A QR Code is included and the 
link to our school's Caritas Fundraising Website Page is here. Please use it to donate your child's 
sponsorship money and share it with families and friends to also sponsor your child/ren.  
 
Please help us to achieve our goal to raise $7000 for Caritas and their work in Australia and around 
the world! 
 
Please note you do not need to sign up, join a team or download a fundraising booklet to make a donation. 
Take the option - or donate today - to select an amount or other to make your donation.  
 
If you have any questions please contact Mrs Hitchcock at 
school. Thank you 
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Enhancing Catholic School Identity (ECSI) Surveys 
Students from Year 5, staff and families will be asked to complete the ECSI surveys during Term 1. This is 
an important survey for our school, as it reveals the community's perspective of our current Catholic Identity 
and our ideal Catholic Identity. 
The responses to the survey are anonymous. They will help us to understand how our Catholic identity is 
expressed. The research report containing our school's collected data will contribute to a reliable picture of 
our school’s Catholic identity, which we will use to inform our school's improvement for the next four years. 
 
A letter explaining the survey will be sent home to all families of Year 5 students in the coming week. 
Please contact Mrs Hitchcock if you have any questions.  

 

 
 
Welcome Mass 
Thank you to all of your families for joining us for our Welcome Mass. We had a full shed for our Mass, 
which was so good. This was a wonderful welcome to our community and celebration of our new school 
year. Thank you to Fr Andrew, our altar servers, readers and those with roles, our Year 6s and staff who 
helped set up and pack up the shed and altar, to our 
students who sang and responded so well and to 
our community for your participation despite the 
heat.  We look forward to celebrating many more 
liturgies with our community throughout the year.  

 
 
 
Lisa Hitchcock 
Catholic Identity Leader 
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School Photos – Arthur Reed Photos 
Annual school photos including sibling photos will be taken by Arthur Reed 
Photos on Thursday 2nd & Friday 3rd March 2023. 
 
There is no need to return any forms or money to school. 
 
Unique image codes will be issued to all students on/after photo day so families can register online to view 
images when they become available in the webshop.  
 
Registration is simple, just follow the 3 simple steps on your child’s personalised flyer once you receive it 
and remember to add the codes for all your children attending this school. 
 
Even if you registered last year, it’s important that you do again this year using your child’s 2023 image 
code to link their images for the current year with your contact details. 
When images are ready to view and in the webshop, all parents who have registered will be notified by SMS 
and email. 
 
Once registered, please wait for notification that 2023 images are online to view before making your 
purchase.   
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PE News….. 
Dear parents, 
A sincere thank you to all those who came along and supported their children at the swimming sports. A 
HUGE thank you to the wonderful parents who stood there in the sun for hours on end to assist us with 
timekeeping, we are very grateful, and the sports couldn’t have run without your assistance! 
 
Thank you to the teachers and support staff for assisting on the day with all events.  
 
The day went brilliantly, and the sportsmanship and kindness many of the children showed one another 
was so wonderful to see. I also want to make note of how lucky we are with the caliber of year 6’s we 
have. The leadership shown by them while cheering and helping others in the 25m races was just 
exemplary. The best part of the day was seeing so many students get in the pool and give it their all to 
earn house points! Another highlight was the relays! It was great to see the kids swim against the 
teachers.  
 
Well done to all involved and all the very best to the 32 children we have heading to the Catholic school 
swimming sports on Thursday 16th of February. 
 
Congratulations to Bacchus (blue house), the winning house of the 2023 Swimming Sports.  
 
The final scores were.. 
 
1st- Blue (Bacchus):  551 

2nd- Red (MacKillop):  507 

3rd- Yellow (Clare):   490 

4th- Green (Francis):  481 

 
Congratulations to the following children for 
earning the best contributor in their age group.  
  
Best contributor medals - 2023:  
12/13 year boys:  Tate Kanzamar  
12/13 year girls:  Willow Dickson 
 
11 year boys:  Andeon Haasbroek    
11 year girls:   Darcy Rodda 
 
10 year boys:  Jude Place 
10 year girls:   Milanke Haasbroek 
 
8/9 year boys:  Josh Rodda  
8/9 year girls:  Bella Hope 

 
 

Danielle Coates & Shannon Dillon 

PE Coordinators  
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Oasis News…. 
Oz Harvest FEAST Program 

This year, the Year 5 students  will be participating in the FEAST 

Program designed by Oz Harvest.  

 

Oz Harvest are a non-profit organisation constantly looking for new ways 

to inspire and educate people about food waste, food security and 

sustainability.  Through their  education programs and their  advocacy 

work, they  hope to inspire others to change behaviour and help reach the 

national target of halving food waste by 2030. 

 

FEAST is a curriculum-aligned program, inspiring students to eat healthy food, waste less and become 

change-makers in their local community. 

 
Wanted 

We are hoping that families at home have excess food they have 

grown from their own garden. If you have excess food that you have 

grown, we would love to receive a regular supply that we can use in 

our kitchen program.  

 

Any fruit or vegetables would be appreciated as we are currently 

unable to grow the amount we need for the program due to weather 

conditions and current space.  

 

Please send anything you have to Matt Butcher in the OASIS room.  
 
Green Team Announced 

It is with great pleasure that I announce Term 1 Green Team for 2023. We have a great group of 

Grade 5 and 6 students who are really passionate and excited for our project this term. We have 

decided to audit our current compost system and look at ways we can improve as a whole school to get 

better. 

 

Congratulations to Bonnie, Taite, Sophie, Tifa, Sienna, Matthew, Ruby, Lachie, Ari, Hamish, Lily, Owen, 

Jack and Izzy. A really big thank you to all our Educators George, Bec, Ali and Teleah who have 

offered to come on board this year too. 

 

It's going to be a wonderful year full of 

great learning opportunities.  
 
 
 
 
 
Matt Butcher 
Environmental & Sustainability 
Coordinator 
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Year Level - Unit Newsletters 
Click on these link to view the Term 1 Unit newsletters. 

Foundation - Foundation Unit Newsletter   |  Year 1 - Year 1 Unit Newsletter 
 

Year 2 - Year 2 Unit Newsletter   |  Year 3 - Year 3 Unit Newsletter 
 

Year 4 - Year 4 Unit Newsletter   |  Year 5 - Year 5 Unit Newsletter 
 

Year 6 - Year 6 Unit Newsletter 

 
 

Weekend Maintenance Forms - Repeat 
If you have not yet submitted your preference for the Weekend Maintenance Program, can 
you please click on the link below to be either included on the roster OR opt out of the 
program and pay the $70 fee.  
A roster will be sent to families and also made available on the school website next week. 
Each week the roster of families for the coming weeks will be published in the school 
newsletter and bulletin. Weekend Maintenance Program 2023 

 

 
 

Frank’s Little Friends Playgroup 
Every Tuesday during school term. 
9:30am - 11am. 
Gathering in the Community Centre 
Please see our FB group “Franks Little Friends” for updates. 
All welcome! 
 

 
Marong Cup 
The Marong Cup will be held on Saturday 18 February. Admission tickets and Kids entertainment area 
wristbands are available to purchase from the school general office. 
 
Admission tickets are $15 if purchased from school (normally $25). Tickets provide access to the 
racecourse and to the Members enclosure. Concession tickets are not available for purchase from the 
school but are available at the gate. Volunteers do not need to purchase an admission ticket 
 
Wristbands for the Kids Entertainment Area are $10 if purchased from 
school and $15 if purchased at the gate. You do not have to purchase an 
adult ticket to purchase wristbands. All Foundation children are eligible to a 
FREE wristband providing they are supervised on the day. 
 

Kids Entertainment Area includes the following rides: 
Laser tag  
Meltdown 
Disney Cars giant slide 
Rock wall  
Cha cha 
Kahuna giant water slide 
Shark Escape water slide 
Pig train 
Swinging chairs 
 
4 hours of rides from 12.00 – 4.00pm 
Parents: bring bathers/towels for kids using the water slides 
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YMCA – After School Care 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
Uniform Shop 
To assist the Uniform Shop staff, when ordering uniform online, please add your child’s name 
and class in the ‘Any Notes’ section when you are selecting items. This cannot be done at the 
payment stage of the order. 
Orders will be processed on Monday’s, Wednesday’s & Friday’s. 
 
Opening hours – Monday 8.30 - 9.30am 
   Wednesday 2.30 – 3.30pm 
   Friday 8.30 – 9.30am 

 
 
Tuckshop News…. 
Orders for tuckshop are to be made via CDF PAY. Please click on this link to access 
instruction for setting up a new account: St Francis Tuckshop Information. Existing 
parents are asked to make sure they have update their child’s class on their reusable 

lunch bags. 
Reusable lunch bags are available for purchase in CDF Pay. When 
you place your child’s order, their bag will be supplied with their 
prepared lunch inside. 
Please message Fiona Thompson if you would like to be put on the roster - 0400 072 311. 

 

 
  

The YMCA operates an After-School Care Program at St Francis of the Fields Primary 
School. The program operates every school day for children aged 5-12 years. The YMCA 
also provides care on days of school closure.  
Families can contact the service on 0459 988 313 or visit ‘My Family Lounge’ where you can 
register your child in advance for any bookings. any questions please contact 
stfrancis@ymca.org.au.   
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Community News…. 
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