
 

PH: 5439 3191       FAX: 5439 3192 EMAIL:  office@sfstrathfieldsaye.catholic.edu.au 1 
 HOME PAGE: www.sfstrathfieldsaye.catholic.edu.au 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reminders 
Wednesday 25 February 
 Uniform Shop Open 9am- 

Thursday 26 January 2023 
 Australia Day Public Holiday 

Friday 27 January 2023 
 Teachers resume 

 Uniform Shop open 9am – 3pm 

Sunday 29 January 
 Welcome gathering for new families @ 

10am 

Monday 30 January 
 First day of Term 1 
 Foundation attend 9am - 12.30pm 

Tuesday 31 January 
 Foundation attend 9am - 12.30pm 

Wednesday 1 February 
 Foundation Rest Day 

 Swimming Yr 3 - 6 

Thursday 2 February 
 Foundation attend full days 

 Swimming Yr 3 – 6 

Friday 3 February 
 Swimming Yr 3 – 6 

Monday 6 February 
 Swimming Yr 3 – 6 

Wednesday 8 February 
 Foundation Rest Day 

 Swimming Sports Yr 3 – 6 @ Bendigo East 

Pool 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“True progress quietly and persistently moves along 
without notice.” 

St Francis of Assisi         

Dear Families, 
 
It is so hard to believe that 12 months has passed so quickly and this 
is the final newsletter for the year.  Sadly, we will miss people in our 
lives who are important to us - from the Staff, we farewell Margaret 
Hand, Bianca Metherell and Kate Bombardieri. We will also miss 
Laura Flood and Amy Delaney who 
will be taking maternity leave and will 
return in time.  
  
Furthermore, I will miss the Year 6 
Children and pray that they will enjoy 
the changes and challenges that will be theirs in the future.  Hopefully 
they will never forget the “family” of St. Francis of the Fields Primary 
School and how we have been part of their lives for the past 7 years. 
  
We will also miss our parents whose children will be leaving for 
secondary school.  My thanks will remain with each of these parents 
– those who have worked shoulder to shoulder for the benefit of St. 
Francis of the Fields Primary School.  Thank you! 
  
As educators we are entrusted with supporting the ideals that each 
family wants for their children.  Each family at St. Francis of the Fields 
Primary School is so varied – each family has been gifted with their 
own talents and challenges.  It is my belief that all parents want one 
fundamental ideal fulfilled in the education of their children – that their 
child is loved and nurtured so that they will feel challenged in a positive 
manner to reach their potential best. 
  
Each one of the teachers of St. Francis of the Fields fulfil this ideal - 
they love the children in their care – this does not happen in every 
school - I pray that each child and parent realises how fortunate they 
have been to have been blessed with such teachers. 

 

From all the staff at St. Francis of the Fields 
Primary School, we hope you have a very holy, 

merry and safe Christmas!! 
 

 

“To Live, Learn and Grow in God’s Love” 

  

“To Live, Learn and Grow in God’s Love” 

Newsletter No. 21 – Dec 15, 2022 
(Term 4 – Week 11) 

 

ST. FRANCIS OF THE FIELDS 

The Jaara people are the traditional custodians of the land on which we live.  They have lived here for thousands of years.  We commit to 

working for Reconciliation and justice for all Aboriginal people and to learning more about the Jaara  

 

people. 
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Today the message of Jesus, Mary and Joseph endures. The message of this family challenges our self-
centredness, self-interest, our pride, our pursuit of fame, pleasure and comfort.  As we celebrate Christmas 
this year, it is helpful to recall that their message calls us to life through the service and care of others, 
especially the poor and those in need.  It is helpful to recall that this family and its example, its message is 
presented to us as a clear illustration of the way to reach enduring peace and happiness...to be 
remembered, to make our mark. 

  

May Bethlehem's road rise up to meet you 
May the Christmas star light your way 

And may there be peace in your heart and in your home. 
May you be filled with the joy of this Christmas season 

May Bethlehem's road rise up to meet you 
May the angel choir ring in your ear "Christ is here, Christ is here" 

In those who suffer, and have no food, 
in those who have no home at all. 

in those who cry out for what I take for granted. 
May Bethlehem's road rise up to meet you 

May the Christmas star light your way 
May you seek His face as all wise men still do 

In the love of your family and your friends near and far. 
Till you find him and see that God is with you 

That God is in you. 
Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank you 
Thank you to all parents who have supported our school community throughout the year by 
assisting with the: 
Parents & Friends community, School Advisory council, coordinating and coaching sporting teams 
(basketball, netball, football) and volunteering to assist with the canteen. Your support does not go 
unnoticed - thank you! 

  

2023 Start of School 
Please note that the students of St. Francis of the Fields Primary School will begin the 2023 school year on 
Monday 30 January. 
  
Wednesday 25 January, 2023 

• Uniform Shop will be open from 10am – 2pm 
  

Friday 27 January, 2023 

• Teachers resume 
• Uniform Shop will be open from 10am – 2pm 
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Sunday 29 January, 2023 

• All new families are welcome to attend the Welcome morning at 10am.  
• Please meet in the basketball stadium (the shed) 

  
Monday 30 January, 2023 

• All children (Prep - Year 6) start with Foundation finishing @ 12.30pm each day 
• Cuppa available in the Community Centre from 9.00am 

  

Tuesday 31 January,  2023 

• Foundation finishing @ 12.30pm each day 
  

Wednesday 1 February, 2023 

• Foundation students will have a rest day for the first 6 Wednesdays 
  

Thursday 2 February 

• All students completing full days at school 
 

Merry Christmas!! 
 
Christ has no hands but yours.  
 
 
 
 
Tim Moloney 
Principal 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Farewell and Congratulations Yr 6’s 
On Wednesday night we farewelled our Class of 2022 – Yr 6’s. We wish them all the best for their future 
endeavours and thank them for being such a wonderful part of the St Francis Community. 
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We would like to congratulate our Yr 6 Award winners: 
 
St Therese’s Parish Kennington Award 

➢ Tahlia O’Brien 
➢ Ellie Munro 
➢ Amelia Kelly 
➢ Sophie McDermott 

 
St Francis of the Fields School Award 

➢ Cedella Baker 
➢ Ned Oldham 

 
Strathfieldsaye Lions Club – Leadership 
Scholarship 

➢ Spencer Worthington 
➢ Lexi Arundell 
➢ Jorja Cunningham 
➢ Ella Tyrrell 
➢ Tom Coman 

 
 
 

AWG Psychology – Social Justice Award 
➢ Andrew Merrett 
➢ Isabella Stevens 

 
St Francis Music Award 

➢ Tayte Frawley 
 
St Francis Indonesian Award 

➢ Sapphira Lecek 
 
St Francis Visual Arts Award 

➢ Tahlia Giffard 
 
St Francis Sustainability Award 

➢ Grace Stevens 
 

School Sports Victoria Medal/Sportspower 
Bendigo Sport Leadership Award 

➢ Alexis Arundell 

 
We also thank and farewell the following families who are leaving the St Francis Community at the end of 
2022: 
 

Allott 
Behrens 

Bell 
Bowie 

Brennan 
Brown 

Carmichael 
Cody 

Coman 
Coughlan 

Cunningham 
Day 
Eddy 

Favaloro 
Fennell 

Fitzpatrick 
Fitzpatrick 
Fitzpatrick 

France 
Frawley 
Furlomg 

Gustavsson 
Harley 
Hayes 

Hughes 
Johnson 

Johnson 
Jubber 
Lecek 

Lowndes 
Mannes 

Mansfield 
Moloney 

Monk 
Neave 
Nicol 

O’Brien 
Purton 

Ranaweera 

Ritchie 
Robinson 
Robinson 

Ryan 
Tuohey 
Turner 

Van Emmerik 
Walker 

Wiegard 
Willows
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RE News….. 

Advent  
The Season of Advent continues as we journey through Week 3 and focus on the joy surrounding the coming 
of Christ. What brings you joy? Do you look for joy in your life? May we be reminded of the many sources 
of joy in our lives, and may that joy not only enrich our lives and draw us closer to one another but closer to 
God. 
 
As we come closer and closer to celebrating the feast of Christmas, may we take time to give the gifts that 
help grow ourselves, our families, and our community and build all of our relationships. May we take time 
during the remainder of the Advent season to share the gifts which we have in abundance in our hearts, 
gifts that cost nothing but some time and effort. May we see these God given gifts as the most significant 
and valuable gifts we have to offer not only to others but to ourselves.  

 

“Truly, the Lord is waiting to be gracious to you, truly, he shall rise to show you 

mercy; For the Lord is a God of justice: happy are all who wait for him!” Is 30:18 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Fire Carrier Commissioning Ceremony 
On Friday 2 December, we commissioned our 2023 FIRE Carriers. We commissioned 41 new FIRE 
Carriers! We are very grateful to Troy Firebrace who led the ceremony. The FIRE Carrier project  (Friends 
Igniting Reconciliation through Education) works to promote respect, fairness and inclusion for Aboriginal 
people. Next year, we will hold another commissioning ceremony for those students who were away. 
Parents are invited to join us at this time to become a FIRE Carrier.  
 
At the ceremony, the 2022 FIRE Carriers handed the Covenant they had written, with Troy, to the Grade 5 
students to continue our school's journey to learn more about Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander histories and cultures, ecological stewardship, Aboriginal spirituality 
and to lead our school on the reconciliation journey. The 2022 FIRE Carriers have 
done such wonderful work in creating the covenant and all the projects they have 
completed during the year. Well done and congratulations to them all they have 
acheived during their time as FIRE Carriers at St Francis of the Fields. We look 
forward to all our new FIRE Carriers will achieve in 2023.  
 
We congratulate our 2023 FIRE Carriers.  

 
Mackenzie Dyer 
Tara Collard 
Aoife Chilver 
Olivia den Hartog 
Adley Booker 
Ruby Hogan 
Annie Rowe 
Lulu Johnson 
Sienna Raco 
Tayla Fuzzard 
Alex Houghton 

Harlow Cairns 
Lilly McMaster 
Ben Houlahan 
Willow Dickson 
Aysha O’Kane 
Jed Willis 
Riley Turner 
Chloe Twitt 
Caleb De Petro 
Lily Hearps 
Marlie Skinner 

Flynn Stevens 
Tadhg O’Keefe 
Harper Gordon 
Archer Horan 
Elena Spicer 
Kasia Angove 
Amelia Johnson 
Harry Freeman 
Brodie Webster 
Alice Fraser 
Lahni Tyrrell 

Emma Gleeson 
Hunter O’Brien 
Forest Jackson-
Leahy 
Olivia Rooney 
Ellen Frigerio 
Etta Place 
Bianca Metherell 
Cameron Taylor 
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Christmas  

The Feast of Christmas is a time remember and celebrate many things. At this time of year, we come 
together with family and friends, give gifts and reach out to others who are in need of support. We strive to 
create a sense of belonging and family and good will for all. However, around our world we see poverty, 
despair, suffering, loneliness and pain. It is challenging to align these with our celebration.   
 

At Christmas, we also experience a feeling of hope that the world can be a better 
place, a hope that we can rise up through our troubles to live again. We know that 
when a baby is born, new life springs forth - with this baby there is a hope for all that 
will come from this new life! 
 
In Pope Francis' 2021 Christmas Eve homily he reminded us that God chose to come 
into the world with power and might, but a small child who was born into poverty. May 
we seek to be people of service and to look do extraordinary things with faith, hope 
and love.  

 
“This is the challenge of Christmas: God reveals himself, but men and women fail to 
understand. … God lowers himself and we try to become great. Jesus is born in order to 
serve, and we spend a lifetime pursuing success. God does not seek power and might; he 
asks for tender love and interior littleness. This is what we should ask Jesus for at 
Christmas: the grace of littleness.  

Lord, teach us to love littleness. Help us to understand that littleness is the way to authentic 
greatness. God desires to come into the little things of our life. Amid our ordinary lived 
experience, he wants to do extraordinary things. His is a message of immense hope. Jesus 
asks us to rediscover and value the little things in life. If he is present there, what else do 
we need?” 

Pope Francis, Christmas 2021 

 
 
Parish Christmas Mass Times 
All are invited to attend the Christmas Masses to celebrate the coming of Christ. Please note the 6pm Mass 
at St Francis of the Fields, which includes the children's pageant. This will be a wonderful celebration to 
gather as a family and faith community and we hope to see you there.  

 

God of love, hope, peace and joy. 

We remain eternally grateful for the gift of Jesus into our world.  

We give thanks for the hope, peace, joy and love we experience through His presence.  

We pray that our eyes be opened to the ways in which Jesus continues to be active in our 

lives, blessing us each and every day and leading us in a life of service and love. 

Amen. 
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VINNIES CHRISTMAS APPEAL 
Thank you for your generous support of our casual day to raise money for 
the local St Therese's Parish Vinnies Conference Christmas Appeal. We 
raised - $765.00. This will go to supporting our local community at 
Christmas.  

 

Lisa Hitchcock 

Catholic Identity Leader 

 
 
PE News….. 
Swimming in 2023 
The Year 3-6 children will begin their swimming lessons on the first Wednesday back at school in 2023. 
Please ensure you have completed the PAM permission form prior to the commencement of the 2023 school 
year.. 
 
Year 3-6 Swimming lesson dates 
Wednesday 1 February 
Thursday 2 February 
Friday 3 February  
Monday 6 February 

  
The children will be invited to swim freestyle, backstroke, breaststroke and invitational butterfly. They can 
choose between the distances of 25m kickboard, 25m and 50m. Events will be discussed and finalised 
during the swimming lessons in 2023. 
 
Year 3-6 School swimming sports: Wednesday 8 Feb 
The day begins at 9.30am and will conclude at approximately 1.30pm. This will take place 
at Bendigo East Pool. Coffee Storm will be at the pool for your convenience.  
 

Matt Butcher  

PE Coordinator  
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Literacy News…. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A common problem with childrens’ stories is they end on an anticlimax. 
 
Many authors actually come up with the ending first and then figure out the story 
by working backwards.  
 
Here’s a fun ending: Crocodiles don’t like flyspray! 
 
Try brainstorming with your children what the story could be. You can be as crazy 
as you like! 
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PAM Updates in 2023 
 
In January 2023, your SIMON Everywhere /PAM account will be undergoing a 
major upgrade to provide greater security and other improved functionality. 
  
During the week of the 16th of January 2023, your 
current SIMON Everywhere/PAM account will cease to function. 
New PAM accounts will then be created by your school, and you 
will receive an email asking you to create new credentials for a 

new PAM account. 
This will be as simple as: 

• clicking on the link provided in the email 

• following the prompts to create a new password for your new account. 

• opening the SIMON Everywhere app and log out of your old account 

• navigating to the “Tools” menu in SIMON Everywhere and then “Add School” 

• finding your school on the list and clicking on the “Login” button for Parent Access 

• using your new credentials to log into your new PAM account via SIMON Everywhere 

 

***** Your username will be your email address. 
  
Your SIMON Everywhere/PAM interface will not look any different, but you may receive an account per 
parent if you were previously sharing an account with your spouse. 
  
Please refer to the below FAQs for further information: 

1. We have a single, family email address that is used by both parents. Is that still ok? 

• If the parents both use the same email address, you will only receive a PAM account for one 
parent. Example single email: 

Parent 1 - Mother - Mrs Joanne Smith - jandcsmith@myemail.com 
Parent 2 - Father - Mr Chris Smith - jandcsmith@myemail.com 
  
A PAM ACCOUNT CAN ONLY BE ASSIGNED TO ONE PARENT, who can then share their login 
credentials with their spouse. 

1. I do not have an email address OR have not provided my email address to the school. 

• Parents with no email address provided cannot have a PAM account 
2. Will any historic data be lost in this process? 

• While no data will be lost in this process, it is possible that some information may become 
disconnected from the new account, such as historic letters, historic excursion permission 
and historic parent notified absences. 

• You may have to review your personal details (Medicare number etc) if you previously had 
split access with another parent to your child’s medical information. 

• You will definitely still be able to access historic student assessment reports and learning 
area assessment tasks. However, access to historical parent reflections may be lost if the 
school has chosen to not allow parents to see reflections by other parent accounts attached 
to that student. 

3. What do I need to do now? 

• This letter is to simply let you know about the changes that are coming. Right now, the best 
thing you can do is make sure that the school has your preferred email address on file. 

4. What do I need to do in January? 

• Be aware that your current SIMON Everywhere/PAM account will stop working as of the 
16th of January. 

• Look out for the email later in that week asking you to set up credentials for your new 
account (this may go to your junk/spam folder). 
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Uniform Shop – Back to School Dates 
Before school returns for 2023, the Uniform Shop will be open on Wednesday 25 & 

Friday 27 January, from 10am – 2pm each day, for purchases in store and orders to be 

collected. Orders can also still be made online. The new uniform items will be available 

soon for online ordering but there may be a slight delay on supply. 

 

 

 

Community News…. 
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