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Reminders 
Summer uniform may now be worn  
Hats are now required 
 
Monday 13 Sept 
 Division Athletics 

Carnival @ LUBAC 
Thursday 16 Sept 
 Footy Colours Day 
 Last day of Term 3 

– 3.20pm finish 
Friday 17 Sept 
 Pupil Free Day – Staff PD - Writing 
Monday 4 Oct 
 Start Term 4 
Friday 8 Oct 
 Blessing of the Animals @ 9.15am 
 St Francis Awards 
Monday 11 Oct 
 Regional Athletic Sports 
Thursday 14 Oct 
 Book Week Parade & Dress up day 
 The Blurbs Concert @ 2pm 
 P&F Meeting @ 7.30pm 
Monday 18 Oct 
 Students are to be in full summer 

uniform 
Tuesday 19 Oct 
 Instrumental Concert  

9.30am– 11am Fdn-Yr2 
11.45am – 1.30pm – Yr3-4 
6.30pm – 8pm – Yr5-6 

Wednesday 27 Oct 
 Bendigo Cup Day Holiday 
Friday 29 Oct 
 St Francis Athletic Sports – Fdn – Yr2 on the 

school oval @ 9.15am-11am 

 
 
Tuckshop 2021 – Term 3 
(No parents helpers allowed as yet) 
Week 9 
Friday 10 September 
 
Week 10 
Thursday 16 September 

 
 
Weekend Maintenance 
No weekend maintenance until further notice. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“For it is in giving that we receive.”  St Francis of Assisi         

 
Dear Families, 

 
I am looking forward to the energy and excitement that will abound at 
our school tomorrow when our Foundation, Year 1 and 2 students 
return to school learning tomorrow! 
 
Please let your class teacher know if your child is struggling in any 
way - we want to make sure that our children are nurtured and 
supported through any difficulties that they might be presenting with.  
My hope is that our Year 3-6 children all return to school soon - we 
are missing our students, staff and parents.  
 
I share with you the Serenity Prayer… 
 

 
God, grant me the serenity 

To accept the things I cannot change. 
Courage to change the things I can. 
And wisdom to know the difference. 

Amen 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Covid update 
From 11.59 pm on Thursday 9 September, the five reasons to leave 
the home will be removed in regional Victoria, except for Greater 
Shepparton. There will be no limit on the distance regional Victorians 
can travel from home - other than restrictions on entry to metropolitan 
Melbourne. 

 

To Live, Learn and Grow in God s Love  

     

     
  

“To Live, Learn and Grow in God’s Love” 

Newsletter No. 15 – September 9, 2021 
(Term 3 – Week 9) 

 

ST. FRANCIS OF THE FIELDS 

The Jaara people are the traditional custodians of the land on which we live.  They have lived here for thousands of years.  We commit to 
working for Reconciliation and justice for all Aboriginal people and to learning more about the Jaara  
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DET has been able to provide clarity on the following questions which came up yesterday related to schools 
in regional areas only: 

• Year 12 students on-site includes any students studying units 3 & 4; and VCAL/VET students 
completing their final year 

• now that year 12 students are able to be on-site schools can hold practice exams in the school holiday 
period 

• the Authorised Worker list and permits will no longer apply 
• regional schools will reopen for onsite learning for Prep to Grade 2 and Year 12 students who live in 

regional Victoria, while remote learning will remain for all other levels 
• the restrictions will permit teachers to move between metropolitan Melbourne and regional Victoria, 

but twice weekly PCR coronavirus tests will be required 
• onsite supervision at schools remains available for vulnerable children and children of essential 

workers in all year levels 
 
Art Show 

• Sadly, the Art Show display has been taken down due to the cost of continuing to hire the pinboards.  
• Hopefully our parents can still see parts of the art work as they are now displayed in the school foyer 

and in the hallways of the main buildings. These displays will remain for the next 6-8 weeks. If we are 
able to bring parents and grandparents onsite during this time we will.  

• I hope you were able to enjoy the Facebook video of our Art Show. I am grateful for the videoing and 
editing of Ella Wales. 

• I am incredibly proud of the dedication of our wonderful Art teacher, Carmel Fitzgerald - thank you for 
all your hard work!! 

 
Pupil Free Day 
We will hold a Pupil Free Day on the last day of school for Term 3. This means that the 
school will be closed on Friday 17 September, though After School Care may be provided 
if enough students are registered to attend.  
The staff will be receiving professional learning on our Whole School focus - Writing.  
I understand that it is not ideal to close the school for our children, but we want to provide 
the very best learning environment for our children so we must continue with our teacher 
training.  
 
Facilities Update 
Oval path & trees 
As can be seen the trees are now removed from around the oval. Thankfully they were removed - it was 
discovered that the largest of the trees had a significant split through the middle of the tree and it was an 
accident waiting to happen.  
The path will be repaired on November 1, 2021.  
New trees will be added sometime in autumn 2022, once the weather has cooled.   
 
Water leak 
The corridor outside the Foundation classroom has now been repaired and painted. The carpet in the hallway 
will be replaced in the school holidays.  
 
Tender Process 
The tender process has nearly been resolved. Unfortunately, all tenders were higher than the grant. This has 
meant three meetings where several inclusions have had to be removed and re-costed. We will hold one 
more meeting with our architects to reconsider the pricing changes. We will then and award the contract to 
the successful tender.   
 
Christ has no hands but yours.  
 
 
 
 
 
Tim Moloney 
Principal 
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RE News….

 
Term 4 Reconciliation Sacramental program 
The planning for the Term 4 Sacramental Program has not been finalised yet due to the changes in COVID 
guidelines. Please watch this space and keep an eye out for an email for more information about the program 
from Kristy Ryan the St Therese's Parish Sacramental Co-ordinator. If you have any questions about 
the program - please contact Lisa Hitchcock lhitchcock@sfstrathfieldsaye.catholic.edu.au or Kristy 
Ryan stsacraments@gmail.com 
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Season of Creation -  “A home for all? Renewing the Oikos of God,” 
The Season of Creation is an annual ecumenical celebration of prayer and action to protect our common 
home that takes place annually from 1 September – the World Day of Prayer for Creation – to 4 October – 
the Feast of St. Francis of Assisi.  
  

The theme of this year's season is, “A home for all? Renewing the Oikos of God,” and the logo 
reflects that theme as it’s Abraham’s tent, which symbolises “a home for all.” 

 
In Genesis 18, Abraham and Sarah opened their tent as a home for three strangers, who 

turned out to be God’s angels. By creating a home for all, their act of radical hospitality 
became a source of great blessing. 

Abraham’s tent is a symbol of our ecumenical call to practice creation care as an 
act of radical hospitality, safeguarding a place for all creatures, human and more 

human, in our common home, the household (oikos) of God.  
For more information or resources for the Season of Creation: https://seasonofcreation.org/ 
 
Cry of the Earth Cry of the Poor 
 

This year the Australian Bishops have released their Social Justice Statement - Cry of the Earth Cry of the 
Poor that affirms, “We human beings need a change of heart, mind, and behaviour.” The Australian Bishops 
Conference has made a historic commitment to work towards a more sustainable Church.  
 
Through the statement - Cry of the Earth, Cry of the Poor, the bishops committed to a seven-year journey 
towards seven Laudato Si’ Goals. These goals are set out into actions that we are urged to take on as a new 
way of thinking feeling, understanding and living.  
Bishop Vincent Long, the chair of the Bishops Commission for Social Justice Mission and Service, 
explained...“We are facing an ecological crisis and Pope Francis wants the whole Church globally to act with 
a greater sense of urgency.” 

Bishop Long pointed out that, “Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people have been caring for country from 
time immemorial. The rest of us need to listen, and to learn how we can walk together to care for the whole 
of creation – including one another.” 

A prayer and call to action card are included with the 
newsletter. You might like to pray this and other prayers for 
creation as a family and use the call to action as 
a guide during the Season of Creation and beyond.  
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Lisa Hitchcock 
Catholic Identity Leader 
 

 
 
St Francis Basketball - Registration time!! 
Could ALL players interested in Summer 2021/2022 Season (Term 4 & Term 1) please register ASAP. 
https://forms.gle/nzsa3KkhQtzqkMwf9 
Both new and current players must complete. 
Please be aware some teams will be moving up age groups, and unfortunately some will 
have only a few players needing to move up due to the age cut-offs. We expect we will need 
to do some further shuffling in lots of age groups.   
Teams are often searching for coaches, please don’t be afraid to put your hand up! 
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PE News….. 
Footy Colours Day 
On the last day of Term 3, Thursday 16 Sept, our school will celebrate 'Footy 
Colours' day! Normally we would collect a gold coin donation from everyone, 
but parents may like to donate to our chosen cause: 'Fight Cancer 
Foundation'. Please click on this link to make your donation - https://footy-
colours-day-2021.raisely.com/stfrancisofthefields 

Please encourage your kids to wear something that represents their team of 
choice. The can be done in the google meet that day or at school.  

 
 

 
Divisional Soccer Competition 
Earlier this term, we went to Epsom to play soccer against other schools. We had a very successful day, 
winning 6/6 games. Our coach Mr Morrissey was very happy with how our team played. He said that it was 
the first time in 3 years of his coaching reign where his team has won every game, and have qualified to 
move onto the Regional championship to be held in 
Swan Hill. The weather was pretty cold, but good for playing soccer. Our defence was very strong, we were 
really accurate in front of goal and we were unselfish which contributed to the success of the team. Our goal 
keepers were excellent too 
 
The girls also came to Epsom, they won 4/6 and they drew 2 games. The girls were very good in front of 
goal, they had some great defenders and good goalkeepers during the day. Mr Zera coached the girls and 
he was impressed with their efforts and team spirit. We are excited for Regionals, disappointed it’s been 
postponed for now, but staying prepared for when we get our opportunity!!  
 
Thanks also to Mrs Coates for all the work in the background! 
 
By Jimmy Baker & 
Izaiah O’Meara 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
JUDO 
Edward Lunney has passed a Judo practical and knowledge test called a grading at the Judo Bendigo 
Club. 
This is no easy task and requires a great deal of practice.  The grade is awarded 
by the presentation of a coloured Judo belt. 
Junior Judo belts are in varying colours signifying age and expertise.  Edward has 
been awarded an Orange-Green belt. 
Well done Edward!!  

 
Mrs Coates  
PE Coordinator  
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2022 Bendigo School Bus Travel – Mandurang Bus travellers only 
Applications for country bus travel must be made online and approval granted for travel 
using the online platform, School Bus Management System (SBMS).  
In this information pack you will find SBMS Quick Reference Guides to assist you with 
making an application for country bus travel, together with general advice relating to 
public services.  
To do a Pre-Application Check, go to: https://schoolbus.educationapps.vic.gov.au  
NB. This step is not an approval for travel process. Pre-Application Checks provides you 
with information about the SBP services available to you. It does not assess eligibility.  

Applications for 2022 SBP travel open in Term 4, 2021. To avoid disappointment, new and returning families 
are encouraged to apply/renew travel for 2022 as early as possible in Term 4. Application processing will 
occur late December.  

 
 

Tuckshop News….. 
Please note: Currently we are unable to have helpers in our tuckshop. We will let parents know when this 
is possible again. 

Menu and roster available here - Term 3 Tuckshop Menu and Roster.  
Remember to place individual orders for each child. Do not combine the orders 
under one child’s name. 
 
We are also happy to have a chat with any parents who may have concerns about their 

child's food related allergies and our current menu options. 
 
Fiona (0400 072 311) & Donna (0408 051 979)  Tuckshop Coordinators. 
 
 
YMCA – After School Care 

 

 

 

 

 
Community News…. 

  

The YMCA operates an After-School Care Program at St Francis of the Fields Primary School. The program  
operates every school day for children aged 5-12 years. The YMCA also provides care on days of school closure.  
Families can contact the service on 0459 988 313 or visit ‘My Family Lounge’ where you can register your child 
in advance for any bookings. any questions please contact stfrancis@ymca.org.au.   
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